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On the Cover: Starvation Peak

			by Dennis Maloney		
Starvation Peak is a butte that rises over 7,000 feet above sea level, located along Interstate 25 between the towns of Pecos and Las Vegas,
New Mexico. A prominent landmark to motorists on the highway today,
it was also a noted landmark on the Santa Fe Trail. Santa Fe travelers
stopping at Bernal Springs would be camping below the towering butte.
Legend has it that "In early times, when Spanish settlers in the vicinity were pursued by Navajos, they climbed to the summit of that peak,
where the men built a circle of stone breastworks for protection of
women and children, while they halted the advance of the Indians by
throwing rocks at them. After a long stalemate, the besieged finally
became so desperate that they descended the steep slope. There the
Indians massacred all 36 of them, whose bodies were buried at the
foot of the peak." Thus was reported in the Las Vegas Optic and Detroit
Free Press in August 1884, and continued, with changes, in 1939 by the
Works Progress Administration (WPA). None of this story can be confirmed.
The artist, Dennis Maloney, was born in 1979 and raised in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. He is a US Army veteran, and currently resides in Las
Vegas, New Mexico. His education and career are focused on art and
welding. He draws inspiration from the energy of New Mexico's landscapes and the personalities of his beloved pets. Dennis currently enjoys
using mixed media and painting in acrylic to interpret his subjects. Follow him on Instagram at www.instagram.com/dennis.maloney/. 

Correction: In the February 2022 issue of Wagon Tracks, on page 4, Dr.
Levine's manuscript Crossings: Women on the Santa Fe Trail, was attributed to the University of Kansas Press. It is published by the University
Press of Kansas, which serves all six state universities.

About the Santa Fe Trail Association

The mission of the Santa Fe Trail Association is to protect and preserve the Santa
Fe Trail and to promote awareness of the historical legacy associated with it.
Follow us online at www.santafetrail.org,
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and YouTube
Wagon Tracks, the official publication of the Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA), publishes well-researched and documented peer-reviewed articles
relating to the Santa Fe Trail. Wagon Tracks is published in February, May, August, and November. Deadlines are the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Queries are welcome. Complete submission guidelines are posted at www.santafetrail.org. Although the entire issue of Wagon Tracks is
copyrighted in the name of the Santa Fe Trail Association, copyright to each article remains in the author’s name. Articles may be edited or abridged at
the editor’s discretion.
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Insights from your President by Larry D. Short, President of SFTA 		
pedestrian trail development at this
historic site. Additional meetings
will be held in November to further
this project development.

I am pleased to report that the Santa
Fe Trail Association is continuing as
a strong and viable organization to
promote, protect, and preserve our
Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
Moving forward, we have several
projects working with our partners
at the National Park Service to complete. The Survey 123 project is a
very critical project where we will use
our IPhones or iPads to record every
wayside exhibit, kiosk, and SFT sign
along the entire length of the Trail.
Several of our members along the
Trail have signed up and are currently working on this project. If you
are interested, contact me and I will
provide more details and contact information on how to sign up. Under
the direction of Brian Deaton and
his team at NPS you will be given
direction as to how to participate in
Survey 123. We need you.
A group consisting of Joanne VanCoevern, Jill Jensen, Coreen Donnelly, and Paula Ogden-Nash of
NPS, LaDonna and Charlie Hutton
and Larry Bourne of the Bent’s Fort
Chapter, and Dan Kirmer of the
Colorado DNR met at John Martin
Reservoir to continue development
of interpretive signage and possible

Another critical project that we are
working on is the High Potential
Sites and Segments (HPSS). We
are teaming closely with the National Park Service team to update our
listing of sites along the entire Trail.
The last listing of these sites was in
the early 1990s in our Comprehensive Use and Management Plan.
Several of our chapters have worked
on these sites and segments to secure
their listing. On July 19-21, 2022,
a joint training session was held in
Trinidad, Colorado. Among those
attending were LaDonna and Charlie Hutton, Larry and Linda Bourne
of the Bent’s Fort Chapter, Dennis
Ditmanson of the Corazon Chapter,
Jay Williams of the Cimarron Cutoff
Chapter, and Joy Poole of the End of
the Trail Chapter. Attending for the
National Park Service were Jill Jensen, Brian Deaton, and Guy McClellan. Joanne and I represented SFTA.
Following a session in Trinidad, the
group proceeded to the Whittington
NRA Center just south of Raton,
New Mexico. At this site we divided
into three teams to three separate locations to determine their feasibility
to be included on the High Potential
Sites & Segments plan.
I am currently working with Travis
Boley, Manager of OCTA, and the
superintendent and other leadership of the Hickman Mills School
District in the Kansas City, Missouri,
area to develop a plan to utilize the
Schumacher Park and other nearby
Trail sites to educate and promote
the importance of the Santa Fe,
Oregon, and California National
Historic Trails in the school district's
area. In this particular area, the three
trails cross the entire length of their
district and contain the Wieduwilt
Swales at 85th and Manchester, the
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trails as they cross the area by their
junior high school, Schumacher
Park, the Powder Mill Bridge, and
the Hart Grove Creek Crossing. Our
goal is possibly to expand Schumacher Park and create an outdoor lab
area to study local habitat and plants.
We have a team consisting of Steve
Schmidt and Craig Crease developing a plan to mark and commemorate the 200th anniversary of the
Sibley Survey in 2025. Our goal is
to place stone markers with plaques
at each of the hard points that are
still accessible to the public and have
them in place by 2025. (See note on
page 5.)
Members of our team are currently
working to develop and totally update our website. We met in Manhattan, Kansas, to begin this process.
We will transfer pertinent content
to a new format which will be much
more user friendly and ADA compliant. The new site will also include
the ability to pay your membership
investment online and register for
our events, such as Symposium. The
updates will be in place by the end of
the year. The name of the site, www.
santafetrail.org, will remain the same.
Over the past six months I have
participated in over 20 PNTS Zoom
meetings. I am a member of the
host committee for the upcoming
workshop, the Trails Leadership
Council, and the Advice and Policy
Committee. The Partnership for the
National Trails System (PNTS), of
which SFTA is a current member, is
holding its annual workshop in Albuquerque, New Mexico, November
2-4. This will provide us a great opportunity to showcase the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail along with
the other historic trails in the area.
The workshop is open to the public.
For more information go to https://
pnts.org.
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In August we held our annual budget meeting in Larned to prepare the
2023 budget, which was presented to
the board and approved at the September board meeting in Larned.
A major new project with direct effect on the Santa Fe National Historic Trail is the Cimarron Ranch
project in SE Colorado and the
panhandle of Oklahoma. This is a
project to make a 45,000-acre ranch
into a state-owned game and hunting preserve. The ranch is located between the Cimarron National Grassland and the Comanche National
Grassland. The area contains swales
and the Willow Bar crossing. Plans
are to allow public access and interpretive signage at these sites which
have not been available to the public.
More information will be forthcom-

ing as the project moves forward.
As you are probably aware, we have
worked with the National Park Service and our SFTA chapters over
the past many years to develop many
great wayside exhibits, kiosks, and
sign plans all along the length of
the Trail. Many of these waysides
and signs are now faded or damaged
and in need of repair or replacement.
This costs money. This year we have
replaced many of our historic site,
crossing, and segment signs, thanks
to the availability of funds from
the National Park Service. Several
waysides have also been replaced,
but there are many more that need
replacing as of this report. This is
an issue that SFTA is going to have
to face in the future to ensure that
our physical presence through these

signs and waysides is maintained to
the highest levels in the future. This
board and its leadership will be discussing this critical problem over the
next year to develop a comprehensive
plan to replace every sign and wayside that is needed.
Lastly, I want to ask for each of our
current members to invite your family, friends, and work associates to
join the Santa Fe Trail Association.
We appreciate each of you and your
continued investment in SFTA. I
hope to see each of you on the Trail
soon. 

Hannah Rasmussen Hired as SFTA's Office Administrator
We are pleased to announce the hiring of Hannah Rasmussen of Burdett,
Kansas, as SFTA’s new office administrator at the headquarters of the
Santa Fe Trail Association in Larned.
She joined our staff on October 25,
2022.
Earlier this year, Linda Revello informed the Personnel Committee
that she would like to retire from her
role as office administrator during
2023. She has served in that position since February 1998. Following
her announcement, the Personnel
Committee, under the leadership of
Co-Chairs Mike Rogers and Richard
Salamon, began meeting to develop
a new job description, list of skills
needed, and development of a plan
for interviewing/hiring a new Office
Administrator. Recruitment ads were
placed in a variety of newspapers and
on social media, which resulted in
nine resumes, with six candidates being interviewed.
During the next few months, Linda
and Hannah will work together for
orientation and training for the requirements of the position. These
Published
by UNM
November
2022Digital Repository,

tasks include the financial recordkeeping/payments of the SFTA, filing
all financial reports with the National
Trails Office concerning our funding
task agreement, and managing our insurance, non-profit status, filing of tax
returns, preparing for Board of Directors meetings, and correspondence.
Hannah’s background is in accounting,
business/office programs, and human
relations. She comes to the SFTA with
a strong background in office management and client relationships. Her previous employment includes customer
relations at McPhail Insurance, paraprofessional in the Cimarron, Kansas,
School District, DMV motor vehicle
clerk for the Hodgeman County treasurer’s office, and she has also worked as
a chef and as a photographer.
Hannah has deep roots in the Larned
community where her four children attend school. Hannah is married and her
husband Keenan is a coach for USD
495, Fort Larned.
We welcome Hannah to the staff of the
Santa Fe Trail Association. 

Wagon Tracks

What is a hard point
on a survey?
A "hard point" is a location on the
Sibley Survey that we can mark on
the ground today with confidence
that we are within a few feet of it,
if not right on it. A good example
is we know exactly where the survey crossed the western border of
Missouri. Other examples of "hard
points" are various stream crossings.
"Soft points" are locations on the
survey that Sibley was at or near,
but we cannot with certainty mark
the point on the ground. In other
words, Sibley was in the vicinity. An example is that we know
he was near or at Rayado, New
Mexico, but we don't know exactly
where.
--Steve Schmidt
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Joanne’s Jottings by Joanne VanCoevern, Association Manager

Santa Fe Trail 200th Timeline

Throughout FY 2022, the Santa Fe
Trail 200th Timeline Exhibit was
displayed at museums, libraries, and
events along the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail. Developed by the
Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA)
for the commemoration of the 200th
anniversary of the opening of the
Santa Fe Trail, the Timeline debuted
in September 2021 at Fort Osage
National Historic Landmark where
the exhibition corresponded with
the 200th anniversary of the William Becknell trading party passing
through Fort Osage as they headed
southwest for the purpose of trade.
Since its debut, it has been on exhibit at the following: Ft. Osage National Historic Site; Council Grove,
KS (conjunction with Wagon Show/
Seminar); Otero College, LaJunta,

CO (200th Symposium); Barton
County Museum, Great Bend, KS;
Morton County Museum, Elkhart,
KS; Kearny County Library, Lakin,
KS; Finney County Library, Garden
City, KS; Haskell County Historical Society and Museum, Sublette,
KS; Stevens County Library, Hugoton, KS; Historic Adobe Museum,
Ulysses, KS; Cimarron Heritage
Museum, Boise City, OK; Herzstein
Memorial Museum in Clayton, NM;
Guymon Public Library and Arts
Center, Guymon, OK; Kansas State
DAR Convention, Lawrence, KS;
Lumberyard Arts Center, Baldwin
City, KS; Otero County Museum,
La Junta, CO; and Rendezvous on
the Santa Fe Trail at Larned, KS.
To discuss reserving the 200th
Timeline Exhibit, contact manager@
santafetrail.org
The 2022 Rendezvous, “Youth on
the Santa Fe Trail” was presented
on September 22-24, 2022, by the
Santa Fe Trail Center, the Santa
Fe Trail Association, and the Fort
Larned National Historic Site with
principal funding provided by Humanities Kansas. The theme focused
on children of three primary cultures
that were involved with and affected
by the Santa Fe Trail, 1821-1880:
Anglo, Hispanic, and Native American. Speakers included Dr. Michael
Olsen, Ronald D. Parks, Joy Poole,
Dr. Leo Oliva, Joanne VanCoevern,

George Elmore, and Professor Sienna Cordoba. A panel consisting
of Ken Spurgeon and co-writer Deb
Goodrich, along with Mike Baughn,
presented information about the
making of the film “The Contested
Plains,” followed by a showing of the
film. A special presentation of poetry and songs of the Santa Fe Trail
was presented by Jeff Davidson and
Ron Wilson. A very special presentation of Santa Fe Trail songs, composed by SFTA Education Chair
and retired music teacher Janet
Armstead, was performed by Larned
Elementary School students.
“A Taste of History” and Chef Walter Staib returned to the Santa Fe
Trail this past year for another round
of filming, interviews, and food
preparation. These stops included
a repeat visit to Council Grove (in
conjunction with the “Military on
the Santa Fe Trail, 2021” event), a
stop at Fort Larned National Historic Site, and a stop at Bent’s Old
Fort National Historic Site. These
episodes, shown as a part of Season
12, debuted on October 1 on various PBS stations. The episodes are
also available on Amazon Prime and
are available for purchase as a DVD.
The first segment filmed from the
Santa Fe Trail included scenes from
Mahaffie and Council Grove and
was episode 5 of Season 11. Season
12 of "A Taste of History" will bring

SFTA Timeline
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us “Bustling Bent’s Fort” as episode
7 and “Protection on the Prairie” as
episode 9.
Season 12 is available now for purchase on Amazon Prime at www.
amazon.com/gp/video/detail/
B0B8NVZ6C3/ref=atv_dp_season_
select_s12. A DVD of each season
can be ordered on Chef Staib’s gift
shop at https://giftshop.citytavern.
com/dvd/
During a recent Santa Fe
National Historic Trail GeoTour
maintenance check, I found a very
interesting log at one of the sites
from Mya Hill and Yuzu Machira,
visiting our GeoTour from JAPAN!
FY 2022 Chapter Education Funding Projects: All 12 chapters took
advantage of the funding available
from the NPS for Chapter Education Projects. This year, the chapters
used the funding for programing and
speakers for chapter events/training, reimbursement of meals for the
Hispanic Dancer program, assistance
with the Outdoor and Wildlife
Learning programs that includes
the Santa Fe Trail at the Cimarron
Grasslands, training on the Jr. Wagon Master program, assistance with

In-Parks (VIP) program, which in turn,
results in “real $$” that comes back to
the SFTA through our yearly “Funding
Task Agreement.” The VIP program is
a National Park Service-wide program
that allows individuals to play an active role in helping to protect, preserve,
promote, and educate the general public
about the various parks, including the
The SFTA spring workshop and Board National Historic Trails.
of Directors meeting is scheduled for
Volunteering with the SFTA and our
April 14-15, 2023, in Clayton, New
chapters allows us and the National
Mexico. The workshop will focus on
Trails Office to accomplish more than
the development of a revised stratewe could normally do on our own and
gic plan that will serve as a guide for
SFTA’s goals/projects/activities for the provides volunteers with unique opportunities to contribute to the important
next 5-10 years. Our current strategic
plan can be found on our website under work being done on the Santa Fe Nathe ABOUT US > What is SFTA tab. tional Historic Trail. It brings together
volunteers to learn more about the hisVolunteer In
torical significance of the Trail; to proParks
vide educational opportunities for the
public; to assist our youth in learning
Through our
about the Trail; to promote the various
cooperative
cultures and peoples who used the Trail;
agreement with
to continue to research and document
the National
the many varied stories related to the
Trails OfficeTrail; and to preserve the stories/sites/
Santa Fe, we
swales for future generations.
share common goals for the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail. As one of the
Each year, SFTA members and ChapNational Historic Trails support groups, ters are asked to turn in their volunteer
the Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) hours, miles driven, and dollars spent on
is able to participate in the Volunteers- Santa Fe Trail-related activities. Some
expenses for producing a newsletter,
and for a public-address system to be
used on Santa Fe Trail site tours. In addition, four chapters were able to purchase copies of the Dave Kendall, “The
Road to Santa Fe” documentary DVDs
that will be distributed to classrooms,
libraries, and/or museums.

continued next page

Left: Chef Walter Staib works with two chefs at Fort Larned. Right: Filming of "A Taste of History" at Council Grove
with Jay Clark and Tom Daly in conjunction with the "Military on the Santa Fe Trail 2021" event.
Published
by UNM
November
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Joanne, continued
of the activities volunteers turned in hours for this past fiscal year include time spent managing the activities of SFTA,
maintaining the GeoTour program, maintaining the Jr.
Wagon Master program, High Potential Sites and Segments
activities, Survey 1-2-3 work, maintenance of Santa Fe Trail
signage/wayside exhibits, planning for new Santa Fe Trail
projects, research, and training/education.
This year the totals reported are: 31,216 hours, with a reported 144,996 miles driven, and expenses paid out of
$106,786.00.
A huge thank-you goes to all who turned in their information. 

Photo Contest Winner to be Featured on
2023 Bent’s Old Fort Annual Pass
Submit your favorite Bent’s Old Fort photo for a chance for
it to be featured on the 2023 Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site Annual Pass. The deadline for submissions is November 15, 2022. The winner will be informed in December
2022.
The winner will receive a 2023 Bent’s Old Fort National
Historic Site Annual Park Pass, courtesy of Western
National Parks Association, a non-profit education partner.
Top images will be featured on the park’s website and
social media accounts. The pass covers entrance fees for the
passholder plus three adults at Bent’s Old Fort National
Historic Site for one year. The pass regularly costs $35.
Contest Process
Submissions will only be accepted via email at BEOL_Interpretation@nps.gov (up to five entries per person). Include
your name, mailing address, and phone number.
The first round of judging will be conducted by park staff,
who will narrow entries to the top five photos. These top five
images will each be featured on the park’s Facebook site, and
the photo with the most likes will win the contest.
Information about Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site
can be found at www.nps.gov/beol/index.htm and www.facebook.com/NPSBentsFort. 

Art of the Trail: 2023 Symposium Theme
“Art of the Trail” is the theme for the 2023 SFTA Symposium, to be held September 27-30, 2023, in Independence,
Missouri. The SFTA board of directors meeting will be on
September 27.
Tours will feature Fort Leavenworth, Fort Osage, and
Truman and the Trails, and the unique art and handiworks
of these historic sites, including statues, wagon-making,
fort-building, and artwork of a former President. Speaker
presentations will focus on cowboy and western art, Native
American art, trail music, the art of the factory system in
the lands of the Osage and Kaw, frontier artists in Missouri, and so much more. The Missouri River Outfitters
Chapter hosts this unique Symposium. 

Bent's Fort Honors Military Veterans
In commemoration of Veterans Day, the public is invited to
come out to Bent’s Old Fort and learn about some of the
military units that operated in the locality of the fort during
its years as a fur trading post and later as a stagecoach station.
Volunteers and staff will present a military timeline showing
the evolution of uniforms and equipment from 1833-1875.
The timeline will take place from 1-4 on Friday, November
11, and from 9-4 on Saturday, November 12.
Starting in November, the park will offer the new Lifetime
Military Pass for Veterans and Gold Star Families. The
Annual Military Pass for those currently on Active Duty is
available as well. Both passes are free with documentation.
In honor of Veterans Day, no entrance fees will be charged
on Friday, November 11. The park’s fee of $10 per adult (age
16 and older) will apply on Saturday, November 12. Kids 15
and under are free. All National Park Passes are honored.
Fees will be collected at the fort entrance. 

Kaw Mission Announces Year's Final Programs
Kaw Mission programs will be held at "The Carnegie,"
located at 303 West Main Street, Council Grove, Kansas.
There is a suggested donation of $3. Co-sponsored by Kansas
Historical Society and the Friends of Kaw Heritage.
November 13, 2 p.m. – 1821: "Places, People & Perils:" Stories of the beginning of international commerce along the
Santa Fe Trail: Presented by Pat Traffas.
December 8, 7 p.m. – Christmas vocal concert, presented by
Council Grove elementary students. 

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol37/iss1/1
8
Wagon Tracks

November 2022 8

et al.: Wagon Tracks Volume 37, Issue 1 (November 2022)

Research Grant
Application Deadline
December 1
The SFTA Scholarly Research Committee gives grants of up to $1,500
to support research on topics related
to the Santa Fe Trail. Applications
are due December 1. Complete details for applicants are available on
the SFTA website www.santafetrail.
org under “Our Programs.”
The purpose of the Santa Fe Trail
Association Scholarly Research
Fund is to stimulate significant
scholarly research on the Santa Fe
Trail suitable for publication. Funds
may be used to pay for: 1) Supplies
and materials; 2) Services (literature
searches, computer use, clerical and/
or technical assistance, and copy
fees); 3) Travel. Funds may NOT be
used for the purchase of equipment.
The Committee will review all proposals, which must follow the form
available online. Applications must
be received by 5:00 p.m. on December 1 of the current year. Recipients
will be notified by January 1 of the
following year. Grants are available
for use for eight months, ending on
August 31. All funds must be expended in that timeframe. Grantees
must file a final report on the results
of their research with the SFTA
Scholarly Research Committee by
October 15.

In Memoriam

Museum Creates Digital Tour

Dr. Clint Chambers, 90, died March
25, 2022, in Lubbock, Texas. He was
a military physician for 21 years. He
served as an SFTA board member
from 1999-2013. In 2013, he gave
a Symposium presentation titled
"Surviving the Plains." At age 88,
he published Comanche Jack Stillwell
about his great-great-uncle Jack,
through the Oklahoma University
Press. His obituary can be read at
www.combestfamilyfuneralhomes.
com/obituary/Col-MD.

The Coronado Quivira Museum in
Lyons, Kansas, was awarded a federal
grant in 2020 to develop a digital
tour of the many significant Santa Fe
Trail sites, such as the Stone Corral,
Buffalo Bill’s Well, and Ralph’s Ruts,
found in Rice County’s 35-mile
span. More than just a set of clickable pictures posted online, the museum wanted viewers to be immersed
in the trail in a way that let them feel
a more complete experience, providing geographic and historic context
to sites in a way that a roadside visit
could not. The result of months of
media development and curation can
be seen at http://bit.ly/ricecountysft.

Don Headlee, 83, died February 7,
2022, in Las Animas, Colorado. He
was instrumental in the creation of
the documentary "Winter Quarters"
about Bent's Old Fort, and a program called "La Gente" to involve
Latinos in the portrayal of the Fort's
history. Headlee portrayed "Dr.
Hempstead" who once lived in the
Fort. Headlee's obituary can be read
at www.seconews.org/article/2615.
Dale Kesterson, 94, died September
14, 2022, in Las Animas, Colorado.
He, along with his wife and two others, started the SFTA Bent's Fort
Chapter and did much to promote
the Association and the Chapter. His
full obituary can be found at www.
peacockfh.com/obituaries/Dale-W-Kesterson?obId=25912181. 

--Pat Traffas and Craig Crease
Co-Chairs

A touchscreen kiosk of the digital
tour was also built and installed in
the museum’s Trail exhibit area to
enhance the engagement level of
museum visitors. This spring it was
visited by over 700 Rice County
grade school students for Kansas
Day. Social media posts announcing
the project reached over 8,500 Kansas educators and history buffs. 

Wagon Tracks Online

Read Wagon Tracks online at www.
santafetrail.org and at the University
of New Mexico Digital Repository (This site is word searchable)
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
wagon_tracks/
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Overlaid on a map of Trail sites
drawn in 1989 by artist Shirly
Schmidt and SFTA Hall of Famer
Ralph Hathaway, the interactive tour
lets viewers click into panoramic
images of the locations, landing
them in the middle of each site,
where media buttons let them view
museum artifacts, digital terrain
scans, landowner interviews, and
bird’s-eye flights over sections of the
Trail. The media work was done by
Joseph Kern, Ralph’s grandson, who
was able to include photos taken
by Ralph in the 1980s and 90s, letting visitors look into the past when
features such as the Marker Cottonwood at the Little Arkansas Crossing and the flagstones at the bottom
of Cow Creek Crossing could be
seen.

--Joseph Kern, Executive Director,
Ad Astra Educational Research &
Outreach, Ltd
Wagon Tracks
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The First Printing Press in New Mexico
From www.nps.gov/articles/000/the-first-printingpress-in-new-mexico.htm
From moveable hand-carved woodblocks in Dunhuang,
China, during the Tang Dynasty of 618-906 to adjustable type developed by Johannes Gutenberg in Mainz,
Germany, around 1450, print has played a vital role in the
transfer of knowledge and ideas, communication, and the
arts.
The first printing press in North America was established
in present-day Mexico City in 1539 by publisher Juan
Cromberger. It was not until a century later in 1638 that
the first printing press in the British colonies arrived in
Massachusetts by boat from England. While the popularity of print grew, there were no printing presses west of St.
Louis, Missouri, into the early 1800s.
The First Printing Press in New Mexico
It was not until July of 1834, 13 years after the establishment of the Santa Fe Trail with the beginning of legal
international trade with Mexico, that the first printing
press arrived in present-day New Mexico. Trader Josiah
Gregg brought the wood and iron Ramage Press from St.
Louis to Santa Fe by way of the Trail. The press was likely
constructed in Philadelphia at the shop of Adam Ramage,
a native of Scotland, whose wood-frame screw press was
among the most popular presses at the time. The Ramage
Press remained the only printing press in New Mexico for
over a decade.
Within a year of its arrival, Padre Antonio José Martínez,

an influential priest and educator, acquired the Ramage
Press and brought it to Taos where he printed textbooks
for his school, in addition to several political and religious
texts. He likely printed the first book in New Mexico in
1834, a Spanish spelling book called Cuaderno de Ortografia, thus establishing a long tradition of important texts
published in northern New Mexico that continues to this
day.
Padre Martínez loaned the press to the Mexican government in the 1840s which in turn published two newspapers in Santa Fe, which were likely printed in the Palace
of the Governors. The press was also used to print the first
Laws of the Territory of New Mexico.
The Ramage Press is believed to have met its final fate
when William Dawson published information in his Cimarron newspaper that enraged outlaw Clay Allison during the Colfax County War of the 1870s and 1880s. Following the death of Padre Martínez, the press had been
passed along to Dawson who published The Cimarron
News and Press for a few years until Allison and a cohort
allegedly raided the northeast New Mexico printing office and threw the press and type into the Cimarron River.
Tales of finding type in the river were reported into the
20th century.
The Palace Press
Although the original Ramage Press met an untimely end,
today within the New Mexico History Museum located
within the Palace of the Governors is the Print Shop and
continued next page

The first known one-pull Common press
made by Adam Ramage, now at Juniata
College, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania. This
undated photo was used by Phillip Gaskell
in his census of wooden presses published
in 1970 in the Journal of the Printing
Historical Society. Photo: Trinity College
Library, Cambridge University, from the
American Printing History Association,
printinghistory.org
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol37/iss1/1
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Dary, David. Red Blood and Black Ink: Journalism in the Old
Bindery, known as the Palace Press. The Palace Press is both
West. Lawrence, University Press of Kansas, 1999.
an active print shop and a museum dedicated to the history
of the state's nineteenth- and twentieth-century printing
“History of Printing Timeline.” American Printing History
traditions. Established in 1972 within the 400-plus year-old
Association. Date accessed: October 10, 2020.
building, the Palace Press today contains collections of working presses, in addition to collections of type, engravings, and
“Palace Press: Celebrating the Art of Print at the New Mexa library focusing on book arts. You can peruse their online
ico History Museum.” New Mexico Department of Cultural
exhibit.
Affairs. Date accessed: October 10, 2020. www.newmexicoculture.org/museums/history-museum/palace-press.
Sources

“Adam Ramage and his One-pull Common Press.” American
Printing History Association, April 27, 2017. Accessed: October 10, 2020. https://printinghistory.org/ramage-one-pullhand-press/.
Cline, Lynn. Literary Pilgrims: The Santa Fe and Taos Writers’
Colonies 1917-1950. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 2007.

“The Palace Print Shop and Bindery.” Palace of the Governors. Date accessed: October 10, 2020. www.palaceofthegovernors.org/PrintShop/hmpg.html.
“The Press of Padre Antonio José Martínez.” Lasting Impressions: The Private Presses of New Mexico, 2005. Date accessed:
October 10, 2020. www.privatepress.org/exhibition/_padre_
martinez.html. 

Youth on the Santa Fe Trail

Rendezvous 2022

The Santa Fe Trail moved goods east and west,

It is so fitting that Fort Larned would host this Rendezvous,

What was life like for a youth on the trail?

200 years ago, traders traveled this famous trail,

But there must have been kids as trail history progressed.
What did their daily activities entail?

Where the Santa Fe Trail history comes fully into view.

Were they frightened of what might be around the bend?

With the growth in the economy which such business would
entail.

Was it a long boring ride, or was there time to have fun?

Which we recognize as part of this commemoration.

But the Mexicans also shipped goods the other way.

Plus Humanities Kansas for its vital support.

As niñas or niños who made such a trip?

In the building of our nation with the values we extol.

What would tribal children think of those in their space?

And gather here in the Larned community.

Were there oxen to feed, or other chores be done?

When this began, Santa Fe was in a whole different nation,

White traders were taking goods to old Santa Fe,

Thanks to SFTA, the trail center, and this historic fort,

Were there kids with them who endured the hardship

The Santa Fe Trail played a fundamental role

And what of the Native American Indians in this place?

So it's appropriate to come together in unity

I image a trader with family in tow,

For promoting this wonderful trail, we give thanks to all of
you.

On the trail to sell goods in future New Mexico,

With a child in the wagon, asking the question we get:

We're mighty glad to join you at Rendezvous 2022.

"O mother and father, tell me: Are we there yet?"

Written by Ron Wilson, Poet Lariat. He and Jeff Davidson provided the
Saturday evening entertainment at the Rendezvous.
www.lazytranchadventures.com

Published
by UNM
November
2022Digital Repository,

Wagon Tracks

11

11

Wagon Tracks, Vol. 37 [], Iss. 1, Art. 1

Ancestors on the Trail: Marion Sloan Russell and Claude Francis (French Frank) LaLoge
Marion Sloan Russell: GreatGreat-Grandmother of Janice
Baker
This article was written by one of
the newest members of the SFTA,
Janice Baker. She is the great-greatgranddaughter of Marion Sloan Russell. Many of you may have met Janice
and her sisters at the Symposium in La
Junta, Colorado, in 2021.
Grandma Russell passed before I
was born, and I and my numerous siblings have no direct recollections. We were raised knowing
Grandma Russell as “Grandma” and
not “Great, Great Grandma”. When
I was in early adulthood, each of
Grandma’s progeny received our own
copy of the book from the publisher,
Land of Enchantment: Memoirs of
Marian Russell Along the Santa Fe
Trail, by Marion Sloan Russell. By
then, we had read the original book
which was written and submitted
chapter by chapter to the Colorado
Historical Society. This original book
is bound in rawhide and in the possession of one of my first cousins
who lives in Stonewall, Colorado.
In my mother’s trunk at my house in
Castle Rock, Colorado, I have a doll

given to my mom, Marion Parsons
Keating, by Grandma Russell. My
mom was one of her great-grandchildren but the only one of them
who was her namesake. Since that
time my mother named my brother
Keith Marion, after her (he was her
fourth boy and she did not think
she’d have a girl, but later did, having had three more female children).
Dr. Keith has carried on Marion’s
name by naming his medical clinic
in Prescott after her, Marion Medical Center. Further, one of my sister’s
grandchildren is named Marion after
Grandma Russell.
Also in my possession is the book
Death of the Archbishop that she had
with her when she was in her fatal
car accident. The book was to be
a Christmas present to one of her
children.
One of the numerous handcrafted
items we have inherited was a top to
a quilt, totally hand-sewn by Grandma Russell. My sister Peggy is a
quilter who can testify to the amazing precision of stitches Grandma
used to make this quilt. Peggy has
just finished the back and trim of
this quilt. 

Marion Sloan Russell, from the
family collection

Ancestor on
the Trail?
Do you have the Santa Fe Trail
in your heritage? Did one of your
ancestors travel the Trail? We'd like
to hear your story. Contact Marcia
Fox, SFTA's Membership Chair,
about writing your story and getting it published in Wagon Tracks.
Email info@santafetrail.org

Photo: Steve Schmidt

Claude Francis (French Frank) LaLoge
Visitors on July 28, 2022, at French Frank's Trail Segment in Marion
County, Kansas, were none other than Melvin and Karen Hogge (long
'o' silent 'e') and grandson Nathan. Mel just happens to be the greatgrandson of Claude Francis (French Frank) LaLoge, of course making
Nathan the great-great-great-grandson. Mel's mother was French Frank's
granddaughter, Opal Winifred (LaLoge) Hogge. Karen has created a
Hogge family history with quite a bit of French Frank information, so
Steve and Glenda Schmidt, owners of French Frank's, and the Hogges
spent the evening comparing notes. The Hogges live in Illinois, north of
Chicago. While on their summer vacation, the Hogges connected with
the Schmidts through the Santa Fe Trail Center in Larned, Kansas. 

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol37/iss1/1
12
Wagon Tracks

November 202212

et al.: Wagon Tracks Volume 37, Issue 1 (November 2022)

Poetry, Novels, Movies, and Children’s Literature of the Santa Fe Trail
By Dr. Michael Olsen
Hal G. Evarts, a native Kansan
hailing from Topeka, wrote dozens of popular western “pulp” fiction novels and short stories in
the 1920s and 1930s. He set one
of these, The Painted Pony, on the
Santa Fe Trail. It joined hundreds
of other fictional treatments of the
trail, in both prose and poetry, published almost from the opening of
the trail itself in 1821. Hollywood
optioned a few of these stories, producing at least five movies with a
trail theme, including Zane Grey’s
Fighting Caravans (1931) and Evart’s The Painted Stallion (1937).1
In poetry, the history and heritage of the Santa Fe Trail runs the
gamut from amateur musings often
published in local newspapers to
nearly half a dozen book-length
treatments such as Wellborn Hope’s
The Prairie Ocean – An Epic Poem of
the Santa Fe Trail, brought out by
the Oklahoma Historical Society
as late as 1982. Novels and other
fictional treatments continue to appear, including, in 2006, Santa Fe
Woman by Gilbert Morris, reflecting
a current contemporary “Christian”
genre with the plot unfolding along
the trail. Also, since 1912 and the
publication of Andrew Lincoln’s
Motorcycle Chums on the Santa Fe
Trail, or, The Key to the Indian Treasure Cave, trail-themed children’s
literature has flourished.2
Whatever the literary treatment
the trail has received, authors have
often relied on the diaries, letters,
memoirs, and historical accounts
of trade and travel on the trail. The
same cannot be said of the motion pictures, which as might be
expected invent characters and settings and often take the old trail off
in directions it never went, such as
over the Rockies to California! In
his lengthy poetic account Santa Fe
Santa Fe, Albert Trombly voiced the
Published
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sentiment which most readers of
trail novels and poems can expect,
noting that his inspiration came
from “Josiah Gregg’s Commerce of
the Prairies; the diaries and journals of Becknell, Storrs, Wetmore,
Sibley, and Marmaduke; and the
accounts of the Santa Fe Trail by
Henry Inman and R. L. Duffus.”
But as always, fiction is fiction.3
Poetry
In nineteenth-century America,
poetry was a common means of
personal communication among
educated people, used almost as
generally as letter writing. This tradition, which now is essentially lost
except in greeting cards, stretched
back to the Elizabethan era in
England and during the same era
in Spain, France, and Italy, as well
as other countries. Reading long
poems, often novels cast as poetry,
also then was more appreciated.
Lord Byron’s Don Juan and Walt
Whitman’s Leaves of Grass come to
mind. As for Santa Fe Trail poetry,
it opens with Albert Pike’s 1834
Prose Sketches and Poems and Matt
Field’s 1839 Journal and continues
today. It can be noted, though, that
the historic Santa Fe Trail has had
no “poet laureate” of its own, such
as Stephen Vincent Benét and his
narrative of the American Civil
War John Brown›s Body.4
Albert Pike and Matt Field immortalized the trail in verse with
the rise of trade after 1821 and even
before the American annexation of
New Mexico in 1846. Field reveled
in all aspects of his trail journey
from the dangers of the daily trek
to the glories of the prairie, opining: “How Like the Ocean! How
Very Like the Ocean!” Pike saw the
prairie and plains as a refuge for a
restless soul, penning lines such as,
“No life of pain and toil for me! /
Of home unhoped for – friends unkind! /Better the desert’s waveless
sea, /and stormy wind.”5
Wagon Tracks

Pike is an enigmatic figure. Historian David Weber remarked that
his writing “defies classification as
fiction, poetry, or reminiscence for
it is all of these.” He followed the
trail only once, headed west in 1831
with a party led by Charles Bent. In
northern New Mexico he opted for
Taos rather than Santa Fe. In the
preface to his Prose Sketches and Poems, after begging the indulgence of
his readers for the perhaps imitative
style of his poetry, he added, “What
I have written has been a transcript
of my own feelings – too much so,
perhaps, for the purposes of fame.
These poems have been written in
desertion and loneliness, and sometimes in places of fear and danger.”
Pike spent just less than a year in
New Mexico, settling later in Arkansas, where he achieved wealth
and local prominence as a newspaper editor and attorney. Nonetheless, again as David Weber asserts,
“Pike may be considered New Mexico’s first Anglo-American poet and
its first Anglo-American short story
writer.” One stanza from Pike’s
“War Song of the Comanches,” displays his style and concerns:6
"Oh, who with the sons of the plain
can compete,
When from the west, south and
north like the torrents they meet?
And when doth the face of the
white trade blanche,
Except when at moon rise he hears
the Comanche?"
Matt Field’s poetry, as already indicated, is lyrical and somewhat
romantic. He delights in describing
the people, places, events, weather,
landscapes, buffalo, antelope – in
short everything he saw and enjoyed on his trip “down” the trail
from Missouri to Santa Fe in 1839.
Poor health had led him to leave
the stage as an actor in St. Louis
and seek recuperation on the plains.
He was young, not yet 30 years
old. As historian Mark Gardner
13
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observes in his “Foreword” to the
collection of Field’s writings, Matt
Field on the Santa Fe Trail, “Perched
under an umbrella he had brought
from Missouri or reclining in the
shade of a trader’s wagon, Matt
recorded his daily experiences and
observations in a journal, much of
it in verse.” In the early 1840s he
secured a position as an assistant
editor of the New Orleans Picayune
newspaper, which published a series
of his journal entries and poetry.7
Field’s narrative epic entitled “The
Prairies” covers 93 printed pages
in John Sunder’s 1960 edition of
his works. Individual poems are
presented chronologically, day by
day, from July 17, 1839, to midSeptember. Some are “titled,” such
as “Cotton-wood Grove,” “Pawnee
Rock,” “Crows and Arrappachos,”
and “The Night Camp.” Others
just bear a date. One brief excerpt
from Tuesday, July 23, can suffice as
a sample of his reflections:
“Our Bacon-box is running low,
And we are out of Buffalo,
And ‘Walnut Creek’ is running
high
And the Waggons can’t get over dry,
And hints are heard of short allowance
Unless we kill a Bull or Cow
hence.”
As is evident, Field can serve as a
solid documentary source for trail
history and heritage, which cannot
be said of Albert Pike’s musings or
later poetic efforts.8
After 1880, with the arrival of
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe
Railroad into Santa Fe, signaling
the “end” of the old trail, several decades passed before the publication
of any further narrative poetic “trail”
treatments. Instead, amateur poets
recalled trail days with haphazard
appearances in newspapers and
magazines. Little of this poetry has
been identified or catalogued. It was
of its era. Two examples include,
“Lone Elm Campground” by an Ed

Blair in the Olathe Register, written
in 1905 on the “Dedication of the
Santa Fe Trail Marker at Lone Elm
in Johnson County, Kansas,” and
“The Santa Fe Trail,” by Fred Harris, identified as a resident of the
“Indian Pueblo of Santa Clara, New
Mexico.” It appeared in 1901 in a
short-lived Colorado Springs publication, Facts Magazine, which from
its content appealed to an educated
upper-middle class.
“Lone Elm Campground” opens:
"Forty years – ‘twas a prairie then
And the deer roamed wild and free:
Fifty years, - I see it again
As it appeared to me
The old trail ran where the barn
stands now,
The trail was here long before the
plow
And we drove ox teams, with sometimes a cow
In the days that used to be."
The second stanza of Harris’ “The
Santa Fe Trail” also is nostalgic:9
"How we hunted the buffalo there
with delight
Great herds never ending, never
lost to the sight
With antelope, deer and all sorts of
wild game
Till the railroad, alas, to our Paradise came.
For what with the telegraph, trains
and the mail,
It drove us forever from the Santa
Fe Trail.”
Interestingly, between 1908 and
1941, four narrative but brief booklength poetic sagas appeared with
“Santa Fe Trail” in their titles. All
are relatively obscure today, some
not even available on interlibrary
loan or from used book sources.
In order of their publication they
include:
1908 – The Santa Fe Trail: A Poem,
Describing the Trail Taken by Pioneers in the Early Days from Westport
Landing, Missouri, to Santa Fe, New
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Mexico, by Jocelyn Blois Manby,
published privately in Trinidad,
Colorado. Little other information
is available. The Denver Public Library holds the only known extant
copy.
1920 – The Old Santa Fe Trail and
Other Poems of the Plains, by Nels
Pearson. Given the nature of his
poems such as “Threshing on the
Prairie,” and “The Kansas Girl,”
Pearson evidently was a Kansas native. A reviewer in American Poetry
Magazine wrote: “[The book] seldom lifts wings from earth. There
is an affection for Kansas, but no
passion.” For example, “The trail
is nearly lost, alas! / Amid the wheat
and corn and grass.” A 2007 reprint
is currently available.
1921 – The Santa Fe Trail and
Other Poems, by Joseph R. Wilson.
Surprisingly, Wilson’s volume is
available in full-text online and on
Amazon Kindle and as a 2013 reprint. Wilson includes the route of
the trail, changing landscapes and
people – traders, “Pawnees, Kiowa,
and Comanche, and women and
children.” He especially emphasizes
the hardships of the journey, his
ending stanza reading:
"The cursed trip is over,
Save to those left on the way
The pioneer martyrs
Of the trail to Santa Fe."
1941 – Santa Fe Santa Fe, by Albert
Trombly. Of these four narrative
accounts of the trail, Trombly’s
received the most critical attention
upon publication. It was reviewed
in the New York Times, albeit condescendingly: “It’s a kind of popular
poetry. It belongs to radio, to the
movies, to sound track documentary
films – to practically everything
removed from poetry.” Written
as a fictional first-person reminiscence, it opens when the narrator is
a twenty-year old trail adventurer
who recalls, “Santa Fe! It was a
lodestone then.” Through 60 pages
it then thoroughly evokes the trail
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and its heritage, even acknowledging its origin at Old Franklin: With
Franklin/built on sands/slipping
away.10
Finally, as Santa Fe Trail poetry
goes, and in a category by itself, is
Wellborn Hope’s 176-page “novel”
in poetry The Prairie Ocean – An
Epic Poem of the Santa Fe Trail. It is
set as the “Reminiscences of John
Eddings, A Rancher Aged 92, In
1928” and has “chapters” such as
“The Hero in Westport,” “The Trail
Teamster,” “The Prairie Ocean,” and
“Bents Forts.” Hope was and is
known as Oklahoma’s “tramp poet.”
Living the life of a vagabond hobo,
Hope rambled from state to state
in the 1940s and settled for a time
in Greenwich Village. He achieved
minor fame at the time, placing
poems in The Saturday Review of
Literature and Poetry magazine. He
was living in retirement in Oklahoma in 1982 when the Oklahoma
Historical Society published The
Prairie Ocean as part of Oklahoma’s
75th Statehood celebration.
Hope accurately portrays the history of the trail and Santa Fe trade
in all its dimensions. For instance,
one stanza early in the story reads:
"A wagon-train was loading in the
town
That served as seaport for the ship
Whose bales and boxes being battened down
Had every sort of ware they took
on trips
To far New Mexico."
These lines also convey the deep
allegorical nature of the work, with
“ships” leaving a “seaport” for the
“prairie ocean.” The epic ends with
the hero surviving a blizzard on the
plains by killing a buffalo gutting it,
and crawling inside the warm belly
– echoing purported actual events
on the trail. Continuing his allegory
(and the hero does manage to force
apart the frozen buffalo ribs), Hope
evokes Jonah emerging from the
belly of the whale.11
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It is unlikely that any such lengthy
poetic account as Hope’s will be
written again, not only because
of its uniqueness but also because
contemporary poetic styles have
changed and interest in such literary treatment of the trail has waned.
Fiction
A thorough search indicates that
authors have set the plots of nearly
100 novels in part or wholly on the
Santa Fe Trail since the publication,
in 1849, of Charles Averill’s Kit
Carson, The Prince of the Gold Hunters and Emerson Bennet’s The Prairie Flower, or, Adventures in the West,
and in the 1860s, Victoria Metta’s
The Two Hunters : or, The Canyon
Camp. A Romance of the Santa Fe
Trail and William Bushnell’s White
Wolf : a Story of the Santa Fe Trail.
All of these accounts fall into the
category of that day, the “dime
novel.” The plots of some are very
tangential to actual trail places and
events, but others hew more closely
to the route and its story. As might
be expected “women in peril” and
stereotypical “Indians” appear at
critical moments. In fact, the Indian
men are usually plotting to kidnap
white women. The “American” hero
of Prairie Flower muses, “They are
. . . a dirty, cowardly, despicable set,
without one notable trait, and not
worth the power it takes to kill
them.”
Improbable adventures and hazards continued to plague the protagonists in the three trail novels
available in the later decades of
the nineteenth century, but there
is closer adherence to the heritage
of the trail. John Dunloe Carteret’s A Fortune Hunter, or, The Old
Stone Corral, A Tale of the Santa Fe
Trail opens with a description of a
central Kansas landscape, “A wide
meadowland, made perfect by the
hand of nature. . ..” The “old stone
corral” of the title is a documented
site today where the Santa Fe Trail
crossed the Little Arkansas River.
Black Bear, Girl Avenger of the Santa
Wagon Tracks

Fe Trail, by Weldon Cobb, as the
title suggests, is fanciful, but does
take place on the trail and the heroine is Hispanic.12
The most authentic of early Santa
Fe Trail novels, somewhat ironically,
is The Scalp Hunters, A Romance of
Northern Mexico, by Mayne Reid,
first published in the United States
in 1868. Reid was the prolific
author of dozens of novels set in
the Wild West. His depictions of
western landscapes, Native peoples,
cowboys, hunters, and fur traders –
among others – particularly shaped
popular views of the American
West here and in Europe, especially Germany, where there were
“Mayne Reid” clubs. Reid arrived
in the United States from Ireland
in 1842, worked as a correspondent
for various newspapers and magazines, and fought in the MexicanAmerican War. He made money
on his books and spent it just as
fast. By the time he died in 1883
he had declared bankruptcy, lived
in Ireland, England, and settled in
New York, where he survived on
his meagre U.S. Army pension. He
died in England. His tombstone at
Kensal Green in London carries a
quote from The Scalp Hunters, “This
is ‘weed prairie’; it is misnamed: It
is the Garden of God.”
Involved as his plots might be, his
novel of the Santa Fe Trail, The
Scalp Hunters does set an authentic
scene. Young M. Henry Halter arrives in St. Louis with a letter of
introduction to Ceran St. Vrain.
On being introduced to several trail
traders by St. Vrain, he catches “trail
fever,” and records, “Before dinner
I had invested nearly all my disposable funds in printed calicoes, long
knives, and looking-glasses. . . .” He
“steams up the Missouri” with other
traders, and “After a week spent in
Independence buying mules and
waggons, we took the route over
the plains. There were a hundred
waggons in the caravans, and nearly
twice that number of teamsters and
15
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attendants.” All eventually ends
well, despite the usual adventures,
the last chapter of the tale being
entitled, “Touching the Chords of
Memory.”13
Since 1900, Santa Fe Trail fiction
has basically echoed general trends
in American Literature. Genteel
women, rugged men, ethnic stereotypes, “bodice-rippers,” fur traders
and cattle drovers all wend their
way, usually from Missouri or Kansas, to Santa Fe. Not every book
fits comfortably into one of these
categories, and some incorporate
multiple characters, but few take an
original turn.
As might be expected, many Santa
Fe Trail sagas received the classic
“western” fiction treatment featuring central male characters boasting
chiseled chins and cold, calculating
glances. Heroines, in distress or
sometimes stubbornly independent,
abound. Two such novels, each
part of a “western cycle” are Ralph
Compton’s The Santa Fe Trail, book
10 in his “Trail Drive Series,” and
Hank Mitchum’s Dodge City, the
first in his “Stagecoach Station” series. Other yarns by Compton include The Oregon Trail, The Bandera
Trail, and The California Trail. Mitchum’s list has action set in Laredo
and Virginia City among others.
Compton’s hero is Gavin McCord
who with “his brawling cowboys
came to Missouri with a problem:
3,500 longhorns and not one buyer.
That’s where Gladstone Pitkin came
in. A man with money and a dream
of ranching in New Mexico.” Pitkin
buys McCord’s cattle and hires “his
Texans for a trail drive from Independence to Santa Fe. But with an
ill-fated gambler on the drive, the
courageous, hardened riders weren’t
just a thousand brutal miles from
Santa Fe-they were heading into a
death trap.” The cover of the 1997
paperback actually displays an accurate map of the trail, via the Cimarron Route, which is a nice touch,
since no one on the drive knows

the way to Santa Fe – so they buy
a map. Predictably, Pitkin is traveling with his two genteel, beautiful
daughters.
Hank Mitchum’s protagonist is
Burl Channing. He is taking a
stagecoach west: “The massive
Concord stage thundered across the
empty lawless miles of the Great
Plains bound for the wickedest
town in the West – Dodge City. It
was a wide-open cattle town always
itching for a fight, and a big one
was about to start. For Burl Channing was on this stage, a Federal
marshal hell-bent on a mission of
personal vengeance to bring a vicious murderer to justice.” Here the
heroine is “Emily Barker, a beautiful
young widow” who is caught up in
the action.14
Zane Grey, whose books sold in the
millions and are in print today, set
– loosely - two of his “westerns” on
the Santa Fe Trail, Fighting Caravans and The Lost Wagon Train. In
the former, Clint Belmont takes to
the trail at the age of 12; his mother
is killed by Comanches; he founds
a freighting company and meets
Kit Carson, who tells him “Don’t
ever take to drink and cards. An’
learn that the only good Injun is a
dead one.” In The Lost Wagon Train,
a degenerate Confederate veteran
forms a gang to raid travelers on the
trail, but on the first raid discovers
his long-lost love from back east is
in the party; he reforms and fights
to protect trains on the trail for the
rest of the novel.15
Dozens of women novelists have
used the Santa Fe Trail as a setting
for their works throughout the decades since 1900. Their main characters are overwhelmingly female.
Up to the 1920s, these women are
usually “genteel” but persevering
and practical, traits needed on the
“voyage” to Santa Fe, as the trip
is often described. The heroines
become more emancipated in later
novels, reflecting the changing role
of women in American society from
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the 1920s on. Rarely in these stories
are the women “shrinking violets” or
“floozies” or “wanton women with
hearts of gold” as in most male authors’ books.
Three novels spanning the period
from 1913 to 2006 serve as examples: Kate Aplington’s Pilgrims
of the Plains: A Romance of the Santa
Fe Trail; Anya Seton’s The Turquoise;
and Lenore Carroll’s Uncertain Pilgrims.
Delia Randall, nicknamed Deya, is
the narrator and central figure in
Aplington’s Pilgrims of the Plains.
She, her ailing brother, and Ernst
Breunner, a German artist looking
to paint the West, are headed for
Santa Fe in the wagon train of trader Hiram Hubbard. They have come
from Galena, Illinois, via steamboats on the Mississippi and Missouri, to Chouteau’s Landing, five
miles from Westport, Kansas. Kit
Carson is on the steamer up from
St. Louis as is John C. Frémont,
headed west with Carson on an
expedition. Kit is described as “cool,
quiet, imperturbable.” Frémont is
not so kindly treated. On the trail
they encounter death, storms, buffalo stampedes, and an attack by
2,000 (!) Cheyenne. They choose
the Cimarron Route and endure the
“jornada.” On reaching Santa Fe,
after convoluted plot meanderings,
they are hospitably received locally
by Señor Velasco and his wife. Deya
and Ernst fall in love and get married. John recovers his health. The
plot and ending are what can be
expected of a “genteel” novel of this
time.16
Anya Seaton is the most wellknown and bestselling of all the
woman authors who turned to
trail fiction. She published a dozen
popular novels in the 1940s and
1950s, two of which made it to
Hollywood. Santa Fe Cameron,
nicknamed Fey, is her heroine in
The Turquoise published in 1946.
The plot passes understanding even
for a tale of this type. Fey, born
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in New Mexico, is abandoned as a
child by her parents; she is raised by
destitute neighbors; as a teenager
she “takes up” with a con man and
they head east on the trail. At Raton
Pass no less a personage than “Uncle
Dick” Wootton marries them. They
reach New York City, divorce, Fey
marries a wealthy banker, he loses
his money and falls ill, and the two
of them then return to a simpler but
contented life in New Mexico. Fey
Cameron is a far cry from Aplington’s Deya Randall.
In an author’s note, Seaton mentions,
of The Turquoise, “All the main characters are fictional except – perhaps –
Fey.” As Seton tells it, one afternoon
she and renowned Southwestern
writer Mary Austin we headed out
of Santa Fe on a drive and, “As we
left Mary’s home . . . we both looked
at the guardian peak behind it. The
little mountain held for her a mystical significance. We talked of that
and then she said, quite casually,
‘Once there lived a woman on that
slope of Atalaya. . ..’” Years later, long
after Austin’s death, Seton tried for
years to track down this clue without
success. However, again as she says,
“But at last, in a crumbling adobe
near the Chapel of San Miguel, I
found an old Spanish-American and
he remembered a little. ‘It must be,
Senora, that you mean La Santa. It
was so long ago. I was young then.”
She based The Turquoise on the legend he then told.17
Lenore Carroll’s Uncertain Pilgrims
is set on the trail in both the present
and the past. Published in 2006, it
recounts the contemporary journey
of Carla Bracato, whose father and
infant daughter have just died. To
escape her grief, she drives from Fort
Leavenworth to Santa Fe, stopping
at sites along the way where the author has Carla recall and interweave
past events, such as the “passionfilled summer” of George and Libby
Custer at Fort Riley in 1867. Carla,
too, encounters romance along the
trail, but ultimately returns home,
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her trip to the past on the Santa
Fe Trail having given her a new
perspective on life. Given this 21st
Century setting, Carla Bracato is not
a “sister traveler” of either Deya Randall or Fey Cameron.18
Besides trail fiction with strong male
or female protagonists and standard
plots, the epic heritage of the Santa
Fe Trail has also spawned some
novels that, oddly enough, perhaps
fall into the category of “fantasy fiction.” Two such are George Fraser’s
Flashman and the Redskins and Max
Byrd’s Shooting the Sun. In a series
of books, Fraser takes his antihero,
Flashman, on improbable adventures.
In Flashman and the Redskins, which
appeared in 1982, he is accompanying a company of prostitutes from
New Orleans to Sacramento via
the Santa Fe Trail. That is just the
beginning – he hires “Uncle Dick”
Wootton as guide but “Uncle Dick”
contracts cholera; Flashman and the
women stumble to Bent’s Fort, being
attacked by Comanches on the way.
In Santa Fe he sells one of the prostitutes to a Navajo and deserts the
rest, absconding with the sale price
of $2,000.
The characters in Byrd’s tale include
Englishman Charles Babbage, credited today by some as the “father of
the computer.” In 1840, he and five
companions, including a lady astronomer, head out on the Santa Fe
Trail to photograph an eclipse of the
sun in western Colorado with one
of Louis Daguerre’s just invented
cameras. The eclipse has been predicted by Babbage’s new “engine.”
The plot thickens and as one review
says, “even the best computer cannot predict treachery, greed, and the
fickle passions of the human heart.”
Such is another of the many fictional
iterations of the Santa Fe Trail.19
A final novel of adult fiction to consider is Ruth Laughlin’s The Wind
Leaves No Shadow, which has been
in print since its publication in 1948.
It has enjoyed an audience far beyond any other trail novel, though it
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isn’t set on the trail itself. Laughlin
chronicles the life of Gertrudes
Barceló, known famously in New
Mexico history as Doña Tules, who
became the wealthiest and most
influential woman in Santa Fe. The
story begins in 1821 – the year William Becknell opens the Santa Fe
Trail (when Gertrudes is 10 years
old). As Laughlin tells it, and these
early years are highly fictionalized,
after escaping peonage on a hacienda
in Taos and the murder of her husband at the Ortiz mines, “La Tules”
makes her way to Santa Fe, opens a
lucrative gambling parlor, becomes
the mistress of New Mexico Governor Manuel Armijo, and meets trail
traders such as Ceran St. Vrain, the
Bent brothers, and Kit Carson.
As extant army records and memoirs
of the day reveal - and in the novel
- when General Stephen Watts Kearny and the U.S. Army of the West
invade New Mexico in 1846, Doña
Tules welcomes them, entertains
American officers at her home, invites the troops to her gambling hall
and saloon, and even lends money
to the army paymaster for buying
provisions when expected specie
from Fort Leavenworth is delayed.
The Wind Leave No Shadow received
glowing reviews, as in the New York
Times: “Ruth Laughlin, whose discovery Doña Tules is, has mixed just
enough fiction and expert guesswork
with her research to assemble a story
a colorful as the land she writes
about. Anyone who has seen New
Mexico will know how extravagantly
colorful that is.”20
Movies
Hollywood has adapted the old
Santa Fe Trail as a setting for at least
five movies, none of which depicted
the trail authentically. The most
well-known, Santa Fe Trail, starring Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Raymond Massey, and Ronald
Reagan, hit theaters in 1940. The
plot basically concerns the issue of
slavery in Kansas in 1854 and the
building of the Atchison, Topeka &
17
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Santa Fe Railway to New Mexico.
Flynn portrays Jeb Stuart, Reagan
is George Armstrong Custer, and
Olivia de Havilland is “Kit” the
daughter of Cyrus K. Holliday, who
here is building the railroad west.
Custer and Stuart attempt to quell
John Brown and his “army” – Massey
is cast as Brown; Brown captures
Stuart but Custer rescues him. They
both fall in love with Kit. Practically
every detail in the movie is historically inaccurate, the most egregious
perhaps being that the AT&SF did
not reach New Mexico until 1879,
long after the events featured in the
film. The Santa Fe Trail is widely
available today.
The other four trail movies have sunk
into obscurity, except perhaps for
film “buffs.” In order of their release
they are:
1930 – The Santa Fe Trail, featuring Richard Arlen, who appeared
in nearly 150 films between 1921
and 1975, many of them “Oaters”
in movie parlance. One newspaper
advertisement read, “Dashing Dick
and the New Spanish Heart Breaker
of the Screen, Rosita Moreno, in an
Outdoor Romance that will Thrill
You!!” The story line is based on a
Hal Evarts’ novel The Spanish Acres
but as a movie reviewer in the New
York Times for October 22, 1930, remarked it was, “Just a shadow of Evarts’ novel with modern trimmings.
Where Evarts’ story brimmed with
characters of the old cattle country
of the ‘70s, this goes sprightly with
modern talk. Arlen’s [character] fits
for the schoolgirl’s diary. Maybe
the Indians were cultivated in those
days, but here a couple are takeoffs
of Carlisle graduates.” Little more
is known of the film. A copy doesn’t
appear to have survived.21
1931 – Fighting Caravans. Here the
hero is Gary Cooper, early in his
career. The ingénue is Lili Damita, a
French-American actress and dancer
who graced the screen from 1922
to 1933. Errol Flynn was one of her
three husbands. One synopsis of the

film notes, “Based on the 1929 novel
Fighting Caravans by Zane Grey, the
film is about a young frontier scout
who helps guide a freight wagon
train across the country, fighting off
Indians and evil traders, while his
two crusty companions try to save
him from falling in love.” Stereotypes of Native peoples abound and
go beyond even the accepted abuse
of that day. As for the Santa Fe Trail,
in this film it leads across the Colorado Rockies and on to California.
The film is available on multiple media platforms.22

train to Santa Fe. The film has clips
of wagon wheels rolling along and
a fandango in Santa Fe. The movie
was a box office hit, but got poor
reviews, that in the New York Times
for May 1, 1954, stating, “Amply
thronged, the dusty landscapes and
the spaciously wrought ranch, hotel
and saloon interiors vibrate with
appropriate period violence. . . . Unfortunately, the content does not. The
provocative characters are thinned to
fit the pointedly suspicious canvas.”
Various formats of the film are available.24

1937 – The Painted Stallion. This
movie also is based on a Hal Evarts’
novel, The Painted Pony. It appeared
in 12 installments, as a movie “serial,”
starring Ray Corrigan and Hoot
Gibson. There are three “cameo” roles
for famed frontiersmen, no less than
Kit Carson, Davy Crockett and Jim
Bowie! At least the story-line has
some semblance of trail history. Walter Jamison (Gibson) leads a wagon
train to Santa Fe. Clark Stuart (Corrigan) has been appointed by Senator
Thomas Hart Benton to conclude
a trade treaty with New Mexico as
part of the newly independent Mexico. One reviewer though, says, “I
must admit that most of the conflicts
are just standard back-and-forth
gun battles between the good guys
and the bad guys.” Naturally, each
episode ends with a “cliffhanger” –
cue in the runaway stagecoach. This
film also is extant and can be tracked
down across the internet.23

Fiction for Children
and Young Adults

1954 – Jubilee Trail. The cast here
included Vera Ralston, Forrest
Tucker, and Pat O’Brien. It is based
on Gwen Bristow’s 1950 novel of
the same title. From the 1930s to
1980, Bristow published over a
dozen popular mysteries and historical romances. Little of the action in
Jubilee Trail, either the movie or the
novel, occurs on the trail. The main
characters are headed from New Orleans to California in 1845, first by
steamboat up the Mississippi to St.
Louis and then suddenly by wagon
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One category often overlooked in
literature of the Santa Fe Trail is fiction for children and young adults.
While there are only about two dozen such publications, they have appeared consistently over the decades
since the early 20th Century. Further,
these accounts follow the trends in
adult fiction that have already been
identified here: fantastic and unlikely
plots, stories solidly rooted in trail
history, and tales that appeal to today’s children who have wider horizons than those in the past.
The action in Andrew Lincoln’s 1912
epic can be inferred from its title:
Motorcycle Chums on the Santa Fe
Trail: The Key to the Indian Treasure
Cave. Lincoln wrote a series of these
predictable adventures, setting others in locales such as New England
and Yellowstone Park. Another such
early tale is Fulton Reed’s 1929 Moccasin Trail: The Story of a Boy Who
Took the Trail with Kit Carson. Reed
obviously invents a childhood for
Carson in chapters such as “The
Boys Pony Race,” “Hunting Fur
Thieves," “Plots and a Runaway,” and
“Trapper Scout.”25
The 1930s and 1940s brought more
realistic treatments of the trail. With
Fife and Drum on the Old Santa Fe
Trail, authored by Florance Taylor
in 1936, is the story of two young
brothers who take to the trail in
November 202218

et al.: Wagon Tracks Volume 37, Issue 1 (November 2022)

1850 “with high hopes, courage, and
their fife and drum,” which “kept
up the spirits of the members of the
party, which they, with their sick
mother, have joined.” One review
noted “Somewhat overdramatized in
spots, the book will impart to young
readers the atmosphere of bravery
and daring which impelled men to
press westward.”26
Armstrong Sperry was a prolific
writer and illustrator of children’s
literature. He was awarded the prestigious Newbery Medal in 1941. His
1936 Wagons Westward: The Old Trail
to Santa Fe is set in 1846. The hero
is fifteen-year old Johnny Starbuck,
who hates his job as an apprentice
to a saddle-maker in Independence,
so – shades of Kit Carson – he runs
away down the trail to Santa Fe.
Frances Cavanah, an associate editor of Child Life Magazine, wrote
a number of historical novels for
children, including Abe Lincoln Gets
His Chance and in 1942, Down the
Santa Fe Trail. Here an orphaned
boy, Dan, joins a caravan headed
from Independence to Santa Fe and,
as one review mentions, he is “learning about the country, and also about
himself.”27
In recent years several beautifully illustrated books for young and intermediate readers have become available. In particular, the “Historian
Laureate of New Mexico” and leading expert on the old Santa Fe Trail,
Dr. Marc Simmons, wrote two short
novels based on actual, documented
children’s lives in the Southwest.
Though not specifically related to the
trail, they evoke the time and events
of the period. Each is colorfully illustrated by Ronald Kil, an awardwinning artist of the American West.
José’s Buffalo Hunt, published in 2003,
is the story of eleven-year old José
Arrellanes from San Miguel, New
Mexico, who joins the annual village
buffalo hunt in 1866 on the Llano
Estacado in eastern New Mexico.
Friday, the Arapaho Boy: A Story from
History, published in 2004, features
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the historic trapper and Indian agent
Tom Fitzpatrick, who saves Friday’s
life – he is separated from his tribe
and found by Fitzpatrick on a Friday
– takes him on trapping adventures,
educates him in St. Louis, and finally
reunites him with his family.28
Finally, three children’s accounts have
secured enduring popularity over the
years. In print since its publication
in 1942, The Tree in the Trail by artist and author Holling C. Holling is
for younger readers. Its chief character is a Cottonwood Tree – which
from 1610 witnesses the history of
the Great Plains and the Santa Fe
Trail. Written for pre-kindergarten
through second grade, Lewis and
Papa: Adventure on the Santa Fe Trail,
brought out in 1998 by author Barbara Joosse and illustrated by John
Van Zyle, stresses bonding between
a father and son: “Amidst the buffalo stampedes and coyotes, the dark
clouds of dust and heat, Lewis learns
that being a man is more than bulging muscles and Papa discovers that
being tender is sometimes the most
courageous act of all.”29
The full-length novel Peter Becomes a
Trail Man, The Story of a Boy’s Journey
on the Santa Fe Trail, is regarded as a
trail classic for older readers. Written by William G. B. Carson, it was
originally issued in 1965 as Peter and
Brownie Follow the Trace, a Story of
the Santa Fe Trail, and was reissued
in 2002 by the University of New
Mexico Press with maps, illustrations, biographical sketches, and
bibliography. Set in 1852, one review
noted, “Through a series of developments, including boyish escapades,
Peter and Brownie [his dog] end up
traveling with a caravan to Santa
Fe. Along the way Peter experiences typical Trail people and events.
Brownie sounds false alarms, tangles
with a bear, and becomes a hero
when he saves a boy’s life.”30
Epilogue
The Santa Fe National Historic Trail,
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stretching from Central Missouri to
Santa Fe, is particularly accessible
through the hundreds of published
diaries, letters, biographies, and histories of the trail and its travelers.
And as demonstrated here, readers of
all ages can experience it vicariously
right down to buffalo stampedes and
a runaway stagecoach.31
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Letter to the Editor:
What a pleasant surprise it was to find
a package in the mail containing not
only Wagon Tracks quarterly publication, but an image inside it of one of
my quilts! Thank you for including my
work. Also, I loved the cover—another
fiber art piece! You just ROCK! As
I read Wagon Tracks, I came to appreciate even more the history of the
trail, Fort Union, and the people who
moved west.

be found in every area of the country,
but New Mexico outshines them all.
There will always be a special place in
my heart for this magical state and Fort
Union National Monument.
Thank you again for including my work
in your publication.
--Nancy Hershberger, Fiber Artist

The time I spent at Fort Union will
stay with me forever. Now that I'm
back in my studio in Pennsylvania, I
have had time to reflect on my travels out west. Beautiful scenery can
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol37/iss1/1
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A Trail Tale Revisited: The Death of Jedediah Smith on the Cimarron River in 1831
By Craig Crease
A historical sign and a historical
marker stand in a little roadside pulloff on Highway 25 south of Ulysses,
Kansas, in Grant County, both located near the historic Wagon Bed
Spring.
The sign relates the general history
of Wagon Bed Spring. It was placed
there by the Kansas State Historical
Society and the Kansas Department
of Transportation. The sign reads:
“Near here in 1831, the noted western explorer and fur trader Jedediah
Smith, after being lost and without
water for four days, was killed by Comanches just as he reached the river.”
Next to the sign is the historical
marker placed in 1937 by the Grant
County 4-H clubs. This marker states
“In Commemoration of Jedediah
Strong Smith, 1798 – 1831, A Great
Plainsman Who Was Killed Near
This Spot By Comanche Indians.”
These organizations placed the sign
and marker in good faith that the historical voices from which they drew
the information were accurate.
Many historians state that Jedediah
Smith met his end at the Lower
Spring aka Wagon Bed Spring.1 Some
writers have mentioned another location as the possible site where Smith
was killed, but could not offer any
evidence to support that suspect location.2 Now, however, an analysis applied to old clues has produced new
evidence in this 191-year-old case,
proving that Jedediah Smith was not
killed by the Comanche at the Wagon
Bed Spring in May of 1831, but instead at another location far away.
The evidence finally indicts this longconsidered suspect as the true location
of Jedediah Smith's demise. It is not
Wagon Bed Spring.

By 1830 Jedediah Smith was ready
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to leave the fur trade of the Rocky
Mountains and pursue new horizons.
After eight years as a trader, trapper,
and ground-breaking explorer of the
land between the Rockies and the
Pacific, Smith had guaranteed himself
a place in the history books, though
he was barely in his thirties. Yet after selling his interest in the firm of
Smith, Jackson, and Sublette to the
Rocky Mountain Fur Company, he
again set out on a trading expedition,
this one to Santa Fe, on the alreadyestablished Santa Fe Trail, which
Smith had never traveled.
Smith chose to make this trip to introduce his younger brothers Austin
and Peter Smith to the fur trade,
before he himself undertook plans
to leave it. Smith’s biographer Dale
Morgan believed that Smith also
anticipated publishing a book and his
maps, and firsthand knowledge of the
Santa Fe Trail would greatly benefit
his report.
On April 10, 1831, Jedediah Smith
and his party, including his brothers
Austin and Peter, set out from Smith’s
hometown of St. Louis. Seventy-four
men and 22 mule-drawn wagons
worked their way west across the state
toward the head of the Santa Fe Trail,
then four-year-old Independence,
Missouri. The recollections of eyewitness J. T. Warner make it clear that
Smith was not getting into the fur
trade of the southwest; he was preparing to leave the fur trade altogether.
Warner recalled what Jedediah said to
him: “He said that he had spent about
eight years in the mountains and
should not return to them.”3 Though
Jedediah Smith was surely held in
great regard by the members of the
wagon train, it was more likely that
William Sublette was the leader of
the train, if for no other reason than
he owned almost half of the wagons
and merchandise.
By the end of April the wagon train
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had traveled west to Lexington, Missouri. Thomas Fitzpatrick, then one of
the partners of the Rocky Mountain
Fur Company, and recently arrived
from the winter fur trade rendezvous
on the Yellowstone River, joined
Smith’s wagon train bound for Santa
Fe.
The first days of May found the
wagon train camped on the Big Blue
River southwest of Independence,
making final preparations. On May 4
they moved onto the Santa Fe Trail
that would take them in a few miles
past the Missouri border and out onto
the prairie.
On May 15, ten days behind Smith’s
wagon train, the annual spring caravan for Santa Fe set out from Independence. Captain Elisha Stanley
oversaw about 100 wagons and over
200 men, as well as a few Spanish
women returning home. Among the
men was an unknown twenty-four
year old named Josiah Gregg, on his
first trip on the Santa Fe Trail.4
Smith’s train moved along the Santa
Fe Trail, camping among elms and
cottonwoods along the watercourses,
and arrived without incident at Council Grove. Yet on May 19 at the Pawnee Fork, one of William Sublette’s
clerks was out hunting antelope and
got too far away from the wagon train.
He was killed by Indians. Pawnee,
it was believed.5 It was not a good
omen.
By May 22 the wagon train approached the area where they would
choose a place to cross the shallow
Arkansas River and make their way
into the Jornada, a flat and desolate
desert of dirt, sand, and scrub brush,
with no trees. The land was bisected
by the often-dry and drought-ridden
Cimarron River. Only one spring next
to the Cimarron consistently held
life-saving water. It was known as
the Lower Spring until an enterpris21
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ing trader in 1847 sank a wagon bed
in it to better hold water: from that
time forward it was the Wagon Bed
Spring. Through 1831, and for many
years beyond, it was the only reliable
water source in the entire Jornada
known to the traders.
No actual track or ruts followed the
Santa Fe Trail southwest across the
Jornada in 1831, regardless of where
the traders crossed the Arkansas River
and entered the Jornada. It would be
1833 before unusually excessive spring
and summer rains on the Jornada
would soften the ground enough for
the wagons of the Santa Fe traders to
cut permanently into the soil, showing
the way for all those who came after.
6
Jornada travelers before 1833 had to
put all their faith in a compass, following the same course and bearing
to the Lower Spring that would be
marked on the ground in 1833.
Late in May, Smith’s wagon train
chose their place to cross the Arkansas River and entered the trackless
Jornada desert on the south side. As
soon as they crossed the river they set
a southwest bearing for the Lower
Spring, still far away. Soon they began
to run short on water, a serious situation when crossing a desolate desert
with no apparent landmarks. By
May 27 their water shortage became
critical, and they dispatched Jedediah
Smith, one of the greatest explorers
and mountain men of the nineteenth
century, to take a course due south to
strike the Cimarron River and find
precious water, while the wagon train
itself continued onward to the southwest, the Lower Spring still several
days away.
Jedidiah Smith set out on horseback
on May 27, likely carrying a compass
to keep him on a due south course.
Soon he disappeared over the horizon.
Austin Smith and J.T. Warner and the
Santa Fe traders never saw him again.

Jedediah Smith’s wagon train ulti-

mately found the Lower Spring and
its precious water, yet Jedediah was
not there. The train continued on to
Santa Fe, arriving on July 4, where
their worst fears were confirmed.
It was up to Jedediah Smith’s brother
Austin to inform the family of his
death. Two letters are known, one
to his father and one to his brother
Ira Smith. Austin’s two letters, corroborated by the recollections of J.T.
Warner, are the only factual documents available for a study of Jedediah
Smith’s death on the Cimarron in
1831.
In a letter to Jedediah’s father, his
brother Austin wrote: “Your son Jedediah was killed on the Semerone the
27th of May on his way to Santa fe’ by
the Comanch Indians, his party was
in distress for water, and he had gone
alone in search of the river which
he found, when he was attacked by
fifteen or twenty of them – they succeeded in alarming his animal not
daring to fire on him so long as they
kept face to face, so soon as his horse
turned they fired, and wounded him
in the shoulder he then fired his gun,
and killed their head chief it is supposed they then rushed upon him,
and despatched him.”7
In a letter to his brother Ira, Austin
wrote:... "he was killed by the Comanche Indians on the 27th May on
the Simarone river between Arkansas
river and Santa fe’; his company and
Soublett’s consisting of 74 men, and
animals for 22 Waggons was on the
point of Starving for the want of water (near four days without any) he
took a due South course from the one
we were travelling, which was S.W.
and Struck the Simarone. The Spanish
traders who trade with those Indians
informed me, that he [ Jedediah] saw
the Indians before they attacked him,
but supposed there could be no possible chance of an escape, he therefore
went boldly up, with the hope of
making peace wuth them, but found
that his only chance was defence, he
killed the head Chief. I do suppose
that then they rushed upon him like
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so many blood-hounds; the Spaniards
say the Indians numbered from fifteen
to twenty. I have his gun and pistols,
got from the Indians by the traders….
The Spanish traders say that the Indians succeeded in alarming the horse
he was riding so as to get his back to
them, which when effected, they then
forced [fired] on him and wounded
him in the shoulder; he then faced
them and killed the Chief.”8
Other than Jedediah Smith’s brothers, the only other member of Smith’s
wagon train who witnessed Jedediah
Smith as he left the wagon train and
who recorded his recollection was J. T.
Warner, then a twenty-three-year-old
from Connecticut in ill health, seeking a better climate for his lungs.
Warner provided corroborating details
of the trip to Santa Fe and Jedediah’s
death: “On the 4th of May, 1831 the
camp on the left bank of the Little
Blue [Big Blue], where we had remained two or three days making final preparations, was broke up and the
party started in its pathless way across
the plains for Santa Fe.....Mr. Fitzpatrick, one of the partners, successor to
Smith, Jackson, and Soublette....who,
with one man, had come from the
rendezvous on the Yellowstone in the
winter and who reached Lexington
in April while the party was at that
place, with two or three men accompanied the party to New Mexico....
"Between the Arkansas and Cimarron
Rivers the party suffered extremely
from a hot burning south wind and
the want of water. There was neither path, trail, nor guide to lead the
party to water. In the morning of the
second [third] day after leaving the
Arkansas River Mr. Smith rode on in
advance of the party in search of water. He did not return. Soon after the
arrival of the party at Santa Fe, July
4th, 1831, some New Mexican Indian
traders who had been out near the Cimarron River trading with the Arapohoes came into Santa Fe bringing the
rifle and holster pistols of Mr. Smith,
which they said they had purchased
from the Indians who stated that they
November 202222
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had killed the owner of the arms on
the Cimarron river. The Indians said
that a small party of their men were
ambushed behind the bank of the
river waiting for the buffalo to come
down and drink. The bed of the river
was generally dry at this time. Only
occasionally along the bed of the river
did the water rise to the surface of the
sandy bed. While the Indians were
ambushed near a watering place they
saw a horseman approaching. He rode
to the water and dismounted, gave his
horse water and drank himself and
as he was standing by the side of his
horse they rushed suddenly upon him
thrusting a lance through his body,
That he then turned upon them and
shot one of their number dead. The
rifle and pistols were percussion locks
with which the Indians had not any
acquaintance and, therefore, sold them
to the New Mexican traders.” 9
J. T. Warner’s recollections were written in the 1870s, some 40 years after
the event, and not published until
1907. Nothing in either of Austin
Smith’s two letters impeach Warner’s
version of events, except for one detail. Austin Smith says the Mexican
traders told him that the Indians
stated Jedediah Smith spent his last
moments on his horse. J. T. Warner
says the Mexican traders were told by
the Indians that Jedediah Smith was
standing next to his horse when the
Indians attacked and killed him.
An anonymous eulogy for Jedediah Smith, published in the Illinois
Magazine in June 1832, over a year
after Smith disappeared, stated it was
written by “one of his latest friends.”
Modern speculation targets James
Hall, the editor of the Illinois Magazine, as the anonymous author of the
eulogy. The eulogy brings purportedly
new information on Jedediah Smith’s
trip on the Santa Fe Trail and new
details of Smith’s death on the Cimarron, none of which are mentioned
in the two letters of Austin Smith
and the recollections of J.T. Warner.
Smith’s biographer Dale Morgan
speculated that Thomas Fitzpatrick
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might be the eulogy informant, since
this was the first time in print that
Fitzpatrick figured in the details of
Jedediah’s final day. 10 Austin Smith’s
letter to his father described Jedediah’s departure from the wagon
train searching for water: “he had
gone alone in search of the river.” J.T.
Warner recalled that “Mr. Smith rode
on in advance of the party.” Glaring
by omission is any mention of Fitzpatrick by these two eyewitnesses to
Smith’s departure.
The eulogy includes the purported
actions of Fitzpatrick on the day of
Smith’s death.
“He [Smith] left St. Louis on the
10th of April, 1831 at the head of a
party of Santa Fe traders. On the 27th
of May, about three hundred miles
from Santa Fe, the party had been
nearly three days without water, and
as many as could be spared were sent
in different directions in search of it.
Smith, with Mr. Fitzpatrick, went
forward in a south direction, the same
the party were then traveling. They
came to a deep hollow, in which water
had usually been found by former
parties, but it was then dry. Smith
left Fitzpatrick to wait till the party
should come up, with directions to dig
for water, while he would push on a
few miles further south, to some broken ground, visible in that direction.
He was last seen, by a spy-glass, about
three miles from Fitzpatrick. It seems
that he came to the head of a stream,
which was afterwards ascertained to
be the Cimeron, and imprudently descended to it.” 11
Fitzpatrick was traveling with the
wagon train. However, if Fitzpatrick was actually out with Smith on
May 27 seeking water, why is that
not mentioned by Austin Smith and
J.T. Warner? If Fitzpatrick was not
with Smith on May 27 seeking water, why did Fitzpatrick make this
up and insert himself into the story
this way? Because Austin Smith and
J.T. Warner do not find Fitzpatrick
with Smith on May 27, it must be
presumed that Fitzpatrick was not,
Wagon Tracks

unless new evidence appears confirming Fitzpatrick’s actual presence with
Smith on that fateful day.
At least two members of Jedediah
Smith’s family wrote their version of
the last days of their famous ancestor.
The first, Peter Smith’s wife Juline, basically agrees with the accounts written by Austin Smith and J. T. Warner,
though she writes: “A party was sent
out from the train and recovered the
body. It was buried at Santa Fe.”12 No
body was ever found, and no apparent
search was ever undertaken.
The second Smith family member to
write about it was Ezra Delos Smith,
grandson of Jedediah’s older brother
Ralph Smith, who wrote at least three
times about Jedediah’s death. Born
in 1854, Ezra spent most of his adult
life in Meade, Kansas. He moved to
Meade in southwestern Kansas near
the Cimarron River in 1886. He
wrote a letter in 1915 to J.M. Gillis,
which was published in Dale Morgan’s 1953 biography Jedediah Smith
and the Opening of the West. In the letter Ezra Smith mentioned the specific
location where he believed Jedediah
Smith was killed, but provided no evidence for it. Morgan identified Smith
as “E.D. Smith, who devoted much
study to the problem.”
“Smith met his death at the hands of
a band of twenty Comanche Indians
at a water hole known in my time as
Fargo Spring, to the later Santa Fe
traders as Wagon Body Spring. Do
not confuse this with Wagon Bed
Spring just above the confluence of
the dry Cimarron with the Cimarron.
This water hole was (I use the past
tense with knowledge, the Spring is
now filled up) on the north side of the
Cimarron at the mouth of a canyon
which comes down from the north,
and is near the west line of Seward
County, Kansas.”13
Dale Morgan had command of all
of the sources, primary and secondary, when he wrote his biography of
Jedediah Smith in 1953. In the case of
Ezra Delos Smith, Morgan used dis23

23

Wagon Tracks, Vol. 37 [], Iss. 1, Art. 1

cretion in using this short excerpt of
a letter above, rather than citing the
same information in E.D. Smith’s
biography of Jedediah Smith that
was published in the Kansas Historical Collections in 1912, of which
Morgan was surely aware.
E. D. Smith’s article in the Kansas Historical Collections contained
many historical distortions and misstatements. He wrote that Jedediah
Smith took a trading trip to Santa
Fe in 1818, opening up the Santa
Fe Trail three years before Becknell. The trip never took place. E.D.
Smith states that Jedediah counseled
Becknell on how easy it would be
to take wagons to Santa Fe, which
he says Becknell did in 1822 at
Smith’s urging.14 Later E.D. Smith
wrote a newspaper story claiming
that Jedediah Smith had actually led
Becknell and his wagons to Santa Fe
in 1822.15 Jedediah Smith never met
William Becknell. Before 1831 Jedediah Smith had never been on the
Santa Fe Trail.16
E.D. Smith wrote with a modicum
of fact overwhelmed by fabrication
and elaboration. One noteworthy
statement, though, is: “He reached
the Cimarron river at what was later
known as Fargo Springs, in what is
now Seward County.” Note that he
mentioned Fargo Spring in the letter printed above as well. Yet neither
time did he offer any evidence for it.
Harry E. Chrisman’s 1962 article,
“Here They Killed Jed Smith,” promised some real evidence underlying
E. D. Smith’s cryptic reference’s
to Fargo Spring. Chrisman wrote:
“Only in recent years have historical facts and new insight, lent by the
study of the old maps at that time,
given credence to a statement once
made by Smith’s grand-nephew,
Ezra Delos Smith, that Smith was
killed some 25 to 30 miles down
the Cimarron from the Wagon
Bed Springs at another fine spring
known to the Mexican traders as
well as Indian tribes that traversed
the region.”17 Yet upon a reading of

Chrisman’s article, there is no new
evidence. Chrisman has fallen for
E.D. Smith’s fabrications completely
and embraced Smith’s phony story
of Jedediah’s 1818 trip on the Santa
Fe Trail. Chrisman paraphrases what
E.D. Smith wrote in 1912, and even
creates an imaginary route that Jedediah took in that fantasized trip. Just
like E.D. Smith, Chrisman offered
no evidence supporting the Fargo
Spring as the location of Jedediah
Smith’s death. But Chrisman did
correctly find the location the Fargo
Spring.
Only two writers were present on
the wagon train when Jedediah
Smith rode due south on a quest
for water on May 27 and never
returned: Austin Smith and J.T.
Warner. Though they did not actually witness Jedediah’s death, they
were witness to his departure that
morning. When they reached Santa
Fe they received directly the reports
of his death from the Mexican traders. All later reports are based on
what Austin Smith and J.T. Warner
wrote, yet many of those later writers
elaborated on the truth and created
fabrications (especially E.D. Smith).
One of the most perplexing mysteries of this wagon train is how they
could run out of water so quickly after entering the Jornada. Regardless
of the stellar frontier credentials of
Jedediah Smith, William Sublette,
David Jackson, and Thomas Fitzpatrick, none of them, and apparently
no other members of the wagon
train, had ever traveled the Santa
Fe Trail. 18 Even more importantly,
none of them had ever traveled the
Jornada and experienced its potentially deadly landscape. Surely they
must have received some guidance
in Lexington or Independence from
those who had made the crossing.
They knew that once they crossed
the Arkansas River they needed to
maintain a direct southwest bearing
if they hoped to strike the Lower
Spring, the only consistently reliable
source of water on the Cimarron that
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the Santa Fe traders were aware of at
that time.
It is incomprehensible that this
wagon train would have crossed the
Arkansas River into the Jornada
with no water for about 74 men, 132
mules, and an unknown number of
horses. Yet for Jedediah Smith to be
searching for water on May 27, they
must have gotten into a critical water shortage very quickly. It is most
plausible that they had one day’s
water when they crossed the Arkansas River and entered the Jornada. If
they possessed two or three days of
water they would not have needed to
dispatch Jedediah Smith to find water on May 27. After the first day in
the Jornada the wagon train moved
through the treacherous desert with
no water.
Another wagon train that ran into
trouble in the Jornada with just one
day’s worth of water was led by Meredith M. Marmaduke in 1824. Marmaduke had 83 men and 156 horses
and mules, somewhat akin to the
same numbers of men and livestock
carried into the Jornada by Jedediah
Smith’s wagon train.
Evidence from Marmaduke’s journal indicates that his wagon train
crossed the Arkansas River at what
later became known as the Upper
Crossing, located west of present
Lakin, Kansas, and followed a route
almost straight south to the Lower
Spring.
Marmaduke entered in his journal
on June 28, 1824: “Travelled about
12 miles – We this day crossed the
A. River & entered the New Mexican Province – this was the first time
that I was ever without the limits
of the U. States – encamped on the
Sand hills without wood or water
either for man or horse about 9
o’clock P.M. We however took care
to fill all our vessels with water to
guard against the worst.….left our
encampment at 4 o’clock A.M. and
travelled without making any halt
until about 4 o’clock P.M. without
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one drop of water for our horses or
mules – by which time many of them
were nearly exhausted for want of
water, heat and fatigue - and many
of the men whose water had all been
drank early in the day, were also
very nearly suffocated for want of
water.” Marmaduke’s wagon train
did finally come to some water later
that day, and he commented on the
condition of his men and animals
after a day without water: “I have
never in all of my life experienced a
time when such general alarm and
Consternation pervaded every person on account of the want of water.
Some fearful that their horses were
then so much exhausted that it was
impossible for them even to be taken
to water – others that they would
never succeed in procuring it for
themselves – and all that it would be
productive of a general Separation
and derangement of the movement
of the whole party.”19

described his dealing with the adversity of the sand hills while his wagon
train crossed them twenty miles
downstream at the Caches, just a
few weeks after Smith’s wagon train
crossed them.
“For the first five miles we had a
heavy pull among the sandy hillocks....We had hardly left the river’s
side, however, when we experienced
a delay of some hours in consequence of an accident which came
very near proving fatal to a French
doctor of our company. Fearful lest
his stout, top-heavy dearborn should
upset whilst skirting the slope of a
hill, he placed himself below in order
to sustain it with his hands. But in
spite of all his exertions the carriage
tumbled over, crushing and mashing
him most frightfully.” 21

A critical want of water overtook
Jedediah Smith’s wagon train very
quickly after running out of it after
the first day, just as it did with Marmaduke’s wagon train seven years
before. That critical want of water
stayed with Smith’s wagon train for
three full days and some part of a
fourth day until they finally found
lifesaving water at the Lower Spring.
Certainly they arrived in seriously
deteriorated physical condition. They
were lucky to be alive.

Harry E. Chrisman speculated that
perhaps Jedediah Smith had with
him on this trip the maps and/or
field notes of Joseph Brown, the
surveyor for the federal survey of
the Santa Fe Trail undertaken in
1825 to 1827, known today as the
Sibley survey, after its leader George
Sibley.22 Smith definitely did not
have any of this material in his possession, because upon the survey’s
completion in 1827, the maps and
field notes were shipped to Washington, D.C., where they languished
in Congressional archives until they
were discovered early in the 20th
century. Though it is doubtful anyone
in Smith’s wagon train had any useful maps of the Jornada at that early
date, it is likely they had compasses
available to keep them heading the
direction they wanted to go. Few
wagon masters would set out in unknown country without compasses,
especially a flat desert with no landmarks like the Jornada.

The only other adversity they faced
that had an effect on their rate of
travel came the first day they crossed
the Jornada, as they struggled to
cross at least five miles of sand hills
before they could reach the flat
country to the south. Josiah Gregg

Josiah Gregg described the importance of a compass when crossing
the Jornada: “This tract of country
may truly be styled the grand prairie
ocean; for not a single landmark is to
be seen for more than forty miles –
scarcely a visible eminence, by which

Modern doctors report that the effects of dehydration come on quickly,
especially in extremely hot conditions when a person sweats. Humans
can only survive a short amount of
time without water because the body
needs it for almost every process. As
a general rule of thumb, a person can
survive without water about 3 days.20
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to direct one’s course. All is level as
the sea, and the compass was the
surest, as well as principal guide.”23
A myth about Jedediah Smith’s
wagon train is that it was lost in the
Jornada, and that Jedediah Smith
himself was lost on May 27 when
he was seeking the Cimarron River.
There is nothing in the primary
source record that indicates that they
were lost. The leaders of the wagon
train maintained a southwest bearing, probably calculated by a compass
from the Arkansas River to strike
the Lower Spring on the Cimarron.
Jedediah Smith left on May 27 to
travel due south to strike the Cimarron, likely possessing a compass to
guide his way. He was not lost. It was
the lack of water that made matters
critical, not being lost.

The Investigative Plan:
Calculating Time and Motion
This effort to calculate the timing,
distance, and motion of Smith’s
wagon train as it moved toward and
across the Jornada is based on factual information provided in Austin
Smith’s two letters and J.T. Warner’s
recollections. This should confirm
that the actual location of Jedediah
Smith’s demise is at Fargo Spring,
not at Wagon Bed Spring, some 32
miles away. Like most investigations,
this effort reflects a mix of evidence:
empirical, direct, and circumstantial.
To reach a conclusion, the location
and timing of three key points must
be established:
•

The place where the Smith
wagon train crossed the Arkansas River

•

The date the Smith wagon train
crossed the Arkansas River.

•

The location of their camp on
the morning of May 27 when
they dispatched Jedediah to
travel due south to search for
water.
25
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Austin Smith’s two letters, corroborated by what J.T. Warner wrote,
give specific factual details to set the
parameters of this investigation into
what happened and where it happened:
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

The wagon train left from the
Big Blue River south of Independence on May 4.

They arrived at Pawnee Fork
on May 19, the day Mr. Minter,
Sublette’s clerk, was killed.

When Jedediah left the train on
May 27 to search for water he
went due south.
After Jedediah left the wagon
train on May 27 to go due
south, the train continued
southwest.
Jedediah Smith was killed on
May 27.

The wagon train needed water,
“near four days without any,” before reaching the Lower Spring.
This means they were without
water for three full days and
some part of a fourth day.
There were 15-20 Comanche
and the same number of horses
at the location on the Cimarron
where they attacked Jedediah
Smith.
Comanche Indians took Jedediah Smith’s rifle and pistols, and
sold them to Mexican traders,
who in turn sold them to Austin
Smith and Peter Smith.


Which Crossing of the Arkansas
River?
The Smith wagon train set out for
Santa Fe from the Big Blue River
south of Independence on May 4,
1831. They traveled a well-marked
springtime Santa Fe Trail with no
adverse incidents for over two weeks,
reaching the Pawnee Fork near modern Larned on May 19. We know
this because it was May 19 when
Mr. Minter, the clerk of William

Sublette, was killed there. They had
traveled 300 miles to the Pawnee
Fork. The wagons, each drawn by six
mules, had averaged twenty miles a
day, a fairly standard pace for loaded
wagons over a flat road and flat
ground with few impediments, and
plenty of wood, water, and grass. As
long as the wagons stayed on the
north side of the Arkansas river as
they approached their place of crossing, there was no foreseeable reason
that their twenty-mile-per-day pace
would not continue. They left the
Pawnee Fork and continued west on
May 20.

From the Pawnee Fork to the Mulberry Creek crossing of the Arkansas
River is 54 miles, taking 2.70 days
to get there at twenty miles per day.
Leaving the Pawnee Fork on May
20, they would have arrived on the
afternoon of May 22. The Mulberry
Creek crossing, also known as the
Lower crossing, was near the modern town of Ford, a bit southeast
of Dodge City. The existing record
shows that the Mulberry Crossing was used only once by traders
who suffered from lack of water and
returned to the Arkansas River to
survive.

Accepting 20 miles a day as their
average rate of travel, and using the
measured distance from Pawnee
Fork to a particular crossing point,
it is possible to calculate the day
they arrived at a particular location.
Mulberry Creek, the Caches, Cimarron crossing, and the Upper crossing
were measured for distance from
Pawnee Fork, which in turn established what day they logically would
have arrived at each crossing point.

The Lower Spring is 96 miles from
the Mulberry Creek crossing. If
Smith’s wagon train crossed here on
May 23, that would have been their
one day with water. That would have
given them May 24, 25, and 26 to
travel without water and the 27th to
dispatch Jedediah to go due south
to find it. To meet Austin Smith’s
controlling statement that the wagon
train was without water, "near four
days without any", the wagon train
would have to come to need water
on the 27th, the very same day they
dispatched Jedidiah to find it. Yet
because of the 96 mile distance to
the Lower Spring, there is no tested
rate of speed that would comport
with Austin Smith’s statement on
water, "near four days without any".
Mileage rates of 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, and 18 daily were tested and
calculated, and none of them met
that viability requirement. For this
reason the Mulberry Creek crossing can be eliminated as a suspected
river crossing for the wagon train. It
just does not fit the facts.


The Upper crossing was near Chouteau’s Island, close to modern Lakin,
Kansas. From the Pawnee Fork to
the Upper Crossing of the Arkansas River is 147.5 miles. Being the
farthest west crossing the Upper
Crossing followed a route almost due
south to Lower Spring.
At the daily mileage north of the
Arkansas River of twenty miles per
day, the Upper crossing would have
been reached in 7.37 days. Leaving the Pawnee Fork on May 20,
they would have reached the Upper
crossing on May 27, not even having
entered the Jornada, yet on the same
day they dispatched Jedediah to seek
water on the Cimarron. The facts
simply do not fit. The Upper crossing was not where the wagon train
crossed.
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From the Pawnee Fork to the Caches crossing of the Arkansas River
is 73 miles, taking 3.65 days to get
there at the twenty-mile-per-day
pace. Leaving the Pawnee Fork on
May 20, they would have arrived at
the Caches crossing on the afternoon
of May 23.
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The Lower Spring is 76 miles from
the Caches crossing. If they crossed
here on May 24, which would have
been their day with water, they would
have traveled on May 25 and May 26
without water and dispatched Jedediah due south on May 27 to find some.
Testing daily mileage at 11, 12, 13, 14,
15, 16, 17, and 18 miles per day, the
Caches crossing comports with Austin Smith’s water statement “near four
days without any” at the 16, 17, and
18 daily mileage rates and meets that
viability test. Yet when the final test
is applied, that of placing their camp
on the morning of the 27th when
they dispatched Jedediah due south
putting him on a bearing that would
have him striking the Cimarron near
the Fargo Spring, they all fail. At a
16-mile three-day average it places
Jedediah missing the Fargo Spring
by at least five miles on the west, at
17-mile three-day average missing
Fargo Spring by at least eight miles
on the west, and at an 18-mile threeday average missing Fargo Spring by
eleven miles on the west. Because the
Caches crossing fails the last viability
test, it can be removed as a suspected
crossing of the Arkansas River by the
wagon train.

The Cimarron crossing is 88.5 miles
from the Pawnee Fork. The wagon
train would have reached the Cimarron crossing in 4.42 days. Leaving
Pawnee Fork on May 20 they would
have arrived at the Cimarron crossing
about midday on May 24.
The Lower Spring is 65 miles from
the Cimarron crossing. Crossing the
Arkansas here on May 25, they would
have traveled that day with water, and
had no water on May 26 or May 27
when they dispatched Jedediah due
south. Again, mileage tests were run
at the 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and
18 daily mileage rates. Only the 14,
15, and 16 daily mileage rates met
Austin Smith’s water statement “near
four days without any.” Then, when
the final test was applied, those three
average daily mileages placed JedePublished
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diah very near the Fargo Spring. The
14-miles-a-day average places their
camp on the morning of May 27 at
a point where Jedediah strikes the
Cimarron River at one-and-one-half
miles east of the Fargo Spring......
Check. The 16-miles-a-day average
places their camp the morning of May
27 at a point where Jedediah strikes
the Cimarron River two miles west of
the Fargo Spring......Check. Yet the
15-miles-a-day average places their
camp on the morning of May 27 at
a point where Jedediah strikes the
Cimarron River at one-half mile west
of the Fargo Spring .......Checkmate.
From all three locations along the
Cimarron River Jedediah could easily
have come upon the Fargo Spring.
These calculations provide evidence
that the Cimarron crossing is where
Jedediah Smith and his wagon train
crossed the Arkansas River on May
25 with one day’s water, continuing on
May 26 and beyond with no water for
“near four days without any” till they
reached the Lower Spring, which they
would have reached sometime during
the day of May 29. The camp they set
up on the evening of May 26, after
two days traveling directly southwest
on the Jornada, would be the camp
from which they dispatched Jedediah
Smith on the morning of May 27,
on horseback and likely with a compass, to travel due south to find the
Cimarron River and water, if it was
there. Jedediah went due south, or as
straight a line as he could make it.
He would have left very early that
morning to avoid the sun’s heat as
long as possible and to give himself
as much time as possible to find the
Cimarron River. The most likely time
of departure would have been about
5:00 a.m. Under normal conditions a
horse can walk four miles an hour.
There may have been times that day
that Smith walked next to his horse.
Leaving at 5:00 a.m. and walking at
three miles an hour, Jedediah and his
horse would have covered the twentyeight and one-half miles to reach
Fargo Spring in nine and one-half to
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ten hours, about 2:30 p.m. to 3:00
p.m.. Walking at two and one-half
miles per hour they would have arrived at Fargo Spring at about
eleven and one-half to twelve hours,
about 4:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
He was, of course, one of the greatest explorers of the American West,
who could surely follow a straight line
with a compass and a horse. That line
he followed also brought him to his
destiny, death at the hands of the Comanche. He was only 32.
Notably, there is no viable scenario
that gets Jedediah Smith anywhere
near the Lower Spring aka Wagon
Bed Spring on that fateful day of May
27, 1831.

Physical Landscape
of Fargo Spring
The Fargo Spring is located in the
SW quarter of the SE quarter of
Section 30, Township 32 S, Range
32 W, Seward County, Kansas. The
location is very near the south line
of Section 30, along which Seward
Country Road 13 runs. It is on private
property. (Do not enter the property
without permission from the owners.) Robert Evans, who was born
in 1888 in the now-defunct town of
Fargo Springs, located about a mile
southwest of the Fargo Spring itself,
described the spring for Harry Chrisman. Evans had spent his boyhood in
the area, and he described the spring
as “east one mile and a little north
from the old town of Fargo Springs....
It was once on my father’s land. It was
a large, free-flowing spring at that
time.” Harry Chrisman did location
research on the site of Fargo Spring in
the early 1960s, and interviews with
retired Seward County cattle ranchers
Bernard Lemert and Charles Hancock, who were familiar with the Fargo Spring when it still flowed before
1908, confirmed what Robert Evans
stated was the site of Fargo Spring.24
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Hidden behind the west side of this canyon wall, some
25 to 28 feet high, were fifteen to twenty Comanche
on horseback that day. J.J. Warner recalled that the
Comanche later said, "a small party of their men were
ambushed behind the bank of the river waiting for the
buffalo to come down and drink."
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol37/iss1/1
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The physical landscapes of Fargo
Spring and Wagon Bed Spring are
very different, and add further proof
that Fargo Spring is where Jedediah
Smith died. The area around Wagon
Bed Spring is flat or slightly rolling.
There is nowhere for the 15-20 Comanche and their horses to hide. At
Fargo Spring the walls of the little
canyon behind which the Comanche
would have hidden are 25-28 feet
high. Flowing from the other side
of that canyon wall was the Fargo
Spring. (see photos) Fargo Spring was
reported to be silted over in the floods
of 1908 and 1914.
This evidence shows that the place
where Jedediah Smith was killed by
the Comanche while searching for
water was indeed Fargo Spring, not
the Lower Spring aka Wagon Bed
Spring. The reason that Jedediah
Smith’s body was never found by the

traders at or near the Lower Spring is
because he did not meet his end there.
He died 32 miles away at the Fargo
Spring.
Just weeks after Jedediah Smith’s
death, a Mexican buffalo hunter told
Josiah Gregg’s wagon train, themselves having just crossed the Jornada,
of the fate that had befallen Jedediah.
Gregg wrote what the Mexican buffalo hunter told them: “While with
his head bent down, in the effort to
quench his burning thirst in the fountain, he was pierced with the arrows
of a gang of Comanches who were
lying in wait for him! Yet he struggled
bravely to the last; and, as the Indians
themselves have since related, killed
two or three of their party before he
was overpowered.”25
To honor Jedediah Smith’s memory,
and to correct the historical record,

the sign and the marker near Wagon
Bed Spring should be replaced and
corrected, and a new sign honoring
his memory should be placed near the
Fargo Spring, where he actually met
his demise. An archaeological survey
should also take place at Fargo Spring.
But where he died
His brothers, even, didn't rightly know,
Recalling, with already seasoned woe,
How he went hunting water for the
train,
And how they watched until the lonely
plain
Went empty in the shimmer of the sun
Forever.
--John G. Neihardt
The Song of Jed Smith
Case closed....for now.
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Sid Johnson and The Phantom
Slave Stealer by Frances

Schoonmaker. Auctus Publishers,
September 2022. 352 pages. Young
Adult historical fiction.

Reviewd by Chris Day
The fourteenth president of the
United States, Franklin Pierce, is
serving his term and believes the
abolitionist movement is a primary
menace to the alliance of the nation.
The Underground Railroad system
is going strong with a network of
escape routes and safe houses. The
Johnson family from Alton, Illinois,
is sheltering runaways, which puts
their family and property always
in peril. The family children are
unaware of the activities until the
oldest son Sid puts together the
pieces of mysterious happenings at
the farm while eavesdropping on his
parents’ late night discussions.
Sid becomes involved with the
harboring of slaves, and suspicious
bounty hunters close in on the
Johnson family, with legal papers
to search the place. While the
Johnson family was away attending
a Sunday church picnic, a fire was
started at the farm, engulfing the
barn, with the initials S.S. (Slave
Stealer) on the barn door still
visible. The family decides to move
to California, knowing they can no
longer safeguard people to their path
of freedom.
As they prepare to leave Illinois, Sid
is sent out to hunt for a turkey. He
encounters the bounty hunters who
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are trying to grab his neighbor, Daniel Harold, who is also
out hunting turkeys. The bounty hunters think Daniel is
the phantom slave stealer bringing in escaped slaves from
the border. Sid’s brave efforts save Daniel from being sent
back South and the two bounty hunters are turned in to the
sheriff.
Pa, Ma, Sid, and his two younger siblings leave Alton on the
steamboat Loulabelle for Kansas City. A man by the name
of Mr. Gallagher befriends Sid on the steamboat and gives
him a “letter” to deliver to his wife who lives in Santa Fe.
During the river trip, Mr. Gallagher is confronted by two
men who want the “letter.” As the family shops for supplies
for the trip on the Santa Fe Trail to California, their
hotel room was ransacked. Was someone looking for the
“letter?” Just before they depart on the Santa Fe Trail, they
learn from their neighbor back home that Mrs. Harold’s
granddaughter Miriam was kidnapped. Unfortunately,
Miriam will be sold unless they can catch up with the
kidnappers.

historic fiction was written upon the request of children
wanting a story about traveling to California. Student
readers will enjoy this pre-Civil War narrative story,
reading about the preparations it takes to travel across
the country in a covered wagon, and the daily routine of
trail travel. At the end of the book, the Johnson family is
leaving Council Grove, Kansas, and heading west. If we
can anticipate a sequel to this story, many readers will be
delighted.
“We need more books like this for the age group...reads
well and tells a good story.”

- Leo Oliva, Santa Fe Trail Historian, Amazon reviewer

Wagon Tracks does not generally publish reviews of fiction,
but in a nod to the recent Rendevous topic of “Children on the
Santa Fe Trail,” this book earned a review.

Some of the Johnson family adventures on the Santa Fe
Trail are included in the book, along with the kidnapping
rescue, the secret “letter”, and the mysterious phantom slave
stealer.
Frances Schoonmaker is an award-winning author and this

Chapter Reports
Chapters are listed in order from the beginning of
the Trail in Missouri westward.

TO CONTACT CHAPTER PRESIDENTS,
PLEASE EMAIL THEM AT info@santafetrail.org.

Pat Traffas and Anne have been working on the schedule for
Symposium 2023, and along with Rich Lawson, have been
working on fundraising. Best wishes on all your trail adventures.

Missouri River Outfitters

Independence, MO
President Anne Mallinson

Members of MRO have two stellar events upcoming. October
30 brings us to the National Frontier Trails Museum to hear
Independence historian David Jackson talk about trail history.
We will be joined by members of the Museum. The meeting is
free and open to the public.
December 3rd will provide an opportunity to network with
members of other trails organizations (and eat some great
BBQ). This annual meeting allows each organization to share
goals and accomplishments over the previous year.
VP Sarah Tucker Poff has a full schedule giving programs to
school children in the Boonville area. She has recently moved
there but still makes sure she lets her audience know about the
Santa Fe Trail and its connection with the Boonslick Road.
Anne Mallinson has also been giving programs to civic groups
and, along with other MRO members, was in Arrow Rock
for their Craft Festival on October 8th and 9th to promote
the Santa Fe Trail and SFTA. Anne gave out copies of Wagon
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Tracks as well as maps and other handouts. Members of the
Arrow Rock Stock and Trading Company portrayed Santa
Fe Trail traders.

Douglas County

Baldwin City, KS
President Roger Boyd
The Douglas County Chapter hosted the Santa Fe Trail
Timeline exhibit June 1-14 at the Lumberyard Arts Center
in downtown Baldwin City. SFTA President Larry Short
spoke at a special event associated with the exhibit on Sunday, June 5. Larry’s topic was the timing of the trail in eastern
Kansas and the likely impacts the trail had on the opening
and development of the Kansas Territory in the mid-1800s.
Our chapter was also involved in organizing and executing the Second Historic Preservation Conference also held
in downtown Baldwin City on Thursday and Friday, June
24 and 25. Friday we hosted a historical bus tour along the
Santa Fe Trail in Douglas County, and held a special session
about the Prairie City Cemetery and a workshop on cleaning
old tombstones. On Saturday a variety of speakers spoke on
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oral history, historical register training, the use of tax credits,
and other activities related to historical preservation.

that volunteers could begin working on them. A total of 22
attended the meeting.

Roger Boyd and Nick Pumphrey are both on the Douglas
County Chapter board as well as on the Douglas County
Heritage Conservation Council. Several of their projects
relate to historical features along the trail. They are currently
working on developing an Open Space Preservation Plan for
the county, initiating a systematic archeological survey of the
county, including identifying any unknown remnants of the
Santa Fe Trail, and initiating an intensive architectural survey
of historic downtown Baldwin City. The goal is to establish
a Historic Downtown District and include a majority of the
buildings on the National Register of Historic Places.

The next meeting was scheduled for October 13 in Lyndon,
Kansas.

Our fall chapter meeting on September 17 featured SFTA
member Janet Armstead. In the morning she presented a
youth program at our public library in Baldwin City entitled
“Children on the Santa Fe Trail” and in the afternoon she
presented a first person reenactment entitled “Mary Ann McCutchan, Pioneer Woman in Bleeding Kansas.” McCutchan
is an ancestor of Janet’s from the Clinton Lake area.
The chapter has also been working on some restoration work
on the Santa Fe Railroad Depot in West Baldwin. A new
owner of the railroad, a tourist train, is taking over in November and will be using the historic depot as their base of
operation. We have also been developing a wayside exhibit to
be located at the Palmyra Well, located on the Santa Fe Trail
on the northern edge of Baldwin City. We will have another
chapter event in February 2023, but the speaker has not been
determined. Details about our upcoming events can be found
at our website “santafetraildouglas.com” or the Baldwin City
Chamber of Commerce website or the SFTA Website.
Heart of the Flint Hills

Council Grove, KS
President Mark Brooks

The newly re-organized Heart of the Flint Hills Chapter held
its second meeting recently at Burlingame, Kansas. The previous meeting was canceled due to illness. It had been decided
earlier that we would try to move the meetings to different
areas, since the chapter covers Morris, Lyon, Osage, and
Wabunsee counties, so that more people would be involved.
A few new board of directors members were added: Amanda
Kohlman from Osage County and Chris Day from Wabunsee
County. Anna Smith agreed to be the education and program
director for the group.
Bylaws were discussed and it was decided that there will be
meetings at least quarterly and the annual meeting will be
held in early November. Other organizational aspects of the
Bylaws were discussed and will be presented at the next meeting for a final vote.
President Mark Brooks brought books of poems of the Santa
Fe Trail for all the schools and libraries. Each attendee was
encouraged to take some to their local area.
The Symposium is set to be every two years so the next one
is in 2023 in Independence, Missouri, and in 2025 in Council Grove. Sign-up sheets were passed around for different
committees for the 2025 event that our group is planning so

Cottonwood Crossing

Hillsboro, KS
President Doug Sharp

Our programs continue to draw good interest from members
and others. Abandoning our old plan of a catered dinner combined with a program has been a good move. Attendance is up
remarkably for most meetings with less pressure for attendees
to purchase a meal. We are also adding members by opening
our doors wider to the public, although we still have plenty of
room for growth.
Our new planned kiosk, funded by the wind farm developer
in northern Marion County, is still in the works. We are still
waiting on an approved easement form from Scully Partners,
my former employer. Making Marion County the holder
of the easement is somewhat odd, but I believe it will be
accepted by the Scullys. Marion County is the holder of a
similar easement on our Lost Spring kiosk. I expect to have
an approved easement from Scully any day. The proposed site
has been surveyed.
We will be needing to replace some of our local Trail Crosses
Here signs for various reasons in the coming months. In
Marion County, the pasture swales continue protected, but
void of trail travelers, and are frequented now mostly by bovine animals, sun, wind, and rain.
We had only one response to our request for information
from local citizens whose ancestors traveled the Trail, disappointingly. At our October 20 annual meeting, Marla Matkin
portrayed “Women on the Santa Fe Trail.”
Quivira

McPherson, KS
President Linda Colle
The Quivira Chapter held an event on September 25 to introduce Quivira Chapter members and friends to the newest
Trail site in the chapter, Sharpe Ruts. The Sharpe Ruts are
located 1 mile south of Chase, Kansas, on 8th Road (blacktop), then 1/2 mile east on Avenue N.
Of course the site is not "new" but it has been recently made
accessible and marked with signage. The five-acre site known
as the Sharpe Ruts was donated to the Fort Larned Historical Society by the Sharpe family. The Fort Larned Historical
Society owns and operates the Santa Fe Trail Center Museum
and Research Library near Larned. Work on the site began
early this year with clearing and burning brush. On May 15
members of the Fort Larned Historical Society along with
Britt Colle worked to install signs around the site. Additional
work was done in August to set up the gate and an additional
sign as well as smooth out the site's parking area. We appreciate all the work the Fort Larned Historical Society has done
on this site to make it available to the public. We are excited
to have this new site in the Quivira Chapter and look forward
to our event to introduce you to this new treasure on the Trail.
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SFTA Annual Membership January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023
Name(s) _______________________________________________

□ Life $1000, payable over 4 years

Address _______________________________________________

□ Patron $100/year

City _______________________ State _______ Zip ___________

□ Family $65/year

Phone _______________ Email ____________________________ □ Individual $50/year
□ New member □ Renewing member 			
□ Youth (18 and under) $5/year
I am a member of the following chapter (s) _____________________ □ Non-profit Institution $65/year
________________________________________________________ □ Business $65/year
I’d like to make a donation to assist the SFTA with programs and events.
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Junior Wagon Master Fund.		
		
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Marker Fund.					
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
To pay by credit card, go to www.santafetrail.org, and click on “Join the Organization.”
The Santa Fe Trail Association is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation, and all donations
beyond membership dues are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

TOTAL ENCLOSED ___________________
Make checks payable to Santa Fe Trail Association

Mail to Ruth Olson Peters, Treasurer, Santa Fe Trail Center, 1349 K-156 Hwy, Larned, KS 67550

Renew by mailing using the above form or renew online at www.santafetrail.org
If you have renewed your membership, pass the form along to a friend or colleague.

Chapter Reports, continued
In June we confirmed ruts at a couple of sites. The pasture
where the Nelson Ruts are located in western McPherson
County had recently been baled and we were able to see the
ruts and photograph them. We had always heard there were
ruts in the pasture but had never explored them before. What
a great find! We also visited the Berg Ruts in the next field
west. The pasture was not mowed but the ruts were still visible
and lined up nicely from the Nelson Ruts. We will work with
the landowners toward marking these sites.
On August 25, we attended a meeting with the Kansas
Department of Transportation (KDOT) at the Great Bend
Public Library to discuss the planned expansion of U.S. Highway 56 for 2.3 miles east of Great Bend, Kansas. The expansion impacts the Fort Zarah site. Attendees from SFTA were
Steve Schmidt, Preservation Committee Co-Chair, Joanne
VanCoevern, SFTA Manager, Greg VanCoevern, George
Elmore, Wet-Dry Chapter President, and Fort Larned Chief
Ranger Robert Yarmer, and Britt Colle, Quivira Chapter
Board members, and Linda Colle, Quivira Chapter President.
The project is currently in the discovery phase and has not yet
been funded. KDOT said it would probably be at least three
years before the work actually starts. We were able to discuss
our concerns, and additional archeology work will be performed to identify any historic sites and artifacts in the area
of the project. Based on the information KDOT presented,
it looked like there would not be as much impact to the areas
where we think the second fort was located but more work is
still required to be sure.

Wet/Dry Routes

Larned, KS
President George Elmore
The chapter has returned to regular meetings in 2022. The
summer meeting was scheduled to be in the Larned City Park,
with a program on Zebulon Pike then a short walk to see the
recent work at Pike Plaza. The hot weather changed the plan
to an indoor meeting at the Santa Fe Trail Center. The meeting
started with ice-cream and cookies, followed by a short business
meeting. Thanks to Dr. Leo Oliva for a fantastic program on
Pike in Kansas and the Santa Fe Trail.
At the business meeting it was reported that the chapter's sock
project had just repaid the full cost of the project. Any additional socks sold would be a small profit to the chapter.
This year the chapter has assisted the Santa Fe Trail Center installing signs at the Sharpe Ruts trail segment in Rice County,
just south of Chase. On a hot day in August the chapter members put up a sign on the Dry Route in front of the Larned
Elementary School. A quick dedication of the sign took place
during the Rendezvous in Larned.
The fall chapter meeting was held on October 23 in Kinsley
with a meal by E-Team.
Dodge City/Fort Dodge/
Cimarron

Dodge City, KS
President Bill Bunyan

The ongoing saga of the highway construction continues, and
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K-DOT is hard at work along the whole stretch between
Dodge City and Cimarron. A lot of dirt, houses, and buildings are being moved, as well as our storyboards, markers, and
monuments, to be out of the way of the construction.
The new Caches Monument has been ordered and, once completed, it will be stored and viewed at the Osborne Memorial
Store in Dodge City. With the road construction supposed to
be done by March of 2025, we will hope to have it placed in a
new roadside area at that point.
The chapter co-sponsored Marla Matkin at the Dodge City
and Cimarron Libraries. She spoke about women on the
Santa Fe Trail. During Dodge City Days we sponsored Deb
Goodrich who spoke about forts in Kansas. Our last chapter
meeting was held at the Cimarron Library, and chapter member Sara McFarland talked about the Gray County Seat War
between Cimarron and Ingalls.
Deb Calhoun and Susan and Bill Bunyan hosted the Bent's
Fort Chapter in May and toured them around to our Santa Fe
Trail sites in Ford and Gray Counties.
Our fall meeting will be held Sunday, November 6, at the
Dodge House for a 12:00 lunch, buffet or menu. Dr. Leo
Oliva will follow lunch with a talk about food on the Santa Fe
Trail.
Wagon Bed Spring

Lakin, KS
President Linda Peters

A copy of the Santa Fe Trail documentary was purchased for
the Wagon Bed Spring Chapter to use as a program. Numerous copies of Away to Santa Fe.: A Collection of Santa Fe Trail
Poems were given to Linda for the chapter to distribute to
libraries in the WBSC area. Linda has given out most of the
books. Linda spent the chapter educational monies on ten
copies of the Santa Fe Trail documentary to be given out in
the chapter area.
Four members met to discuss the possibility of a tour (bus or
cars) in the spring of 2023. Hopefully, it would start in Finney
County and work its way to Wagon Bed Spring. We have not
progressed on this project.
Cimarron Cutoff

Elkhart, KS
President Jay Williams
On June 11 and 12 “Voices on the Santa Fe Trail”, written
by Dr. Sara Jane Richter, was performed by the Guymon
Community Theater Group in Guymon, Oklahoma. Cimarron Heritage Center and the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter had
a table with SFT information. 60-80 people attended each
performance.
Marla Matkin kicked off the Santa Fe Trail tour on the
evening of June 17 with her performance of “Women on the
Santa Fe Trail” at the Cimarron Heritage Center. Bright and
early the next morning, our tour buses left the Cimarron Heritage Center to start the second annual SFT tour around the
Boise City area. At Camp Nichols, John Carson spoke about
Kit Carson being in command during the building of Camp

Nichols. He stated that Kit was in command even after his
departure from the camp. John then turned the microphone
over to Janice Baker. She is the great-great-granddaughter of
Marion Sloan Russell. Janice spoke in first person as Marion.
The tour participants stood just south of the dugout that
Marion lived in while at Camp Nichols in 1865.
On August 24 and 25 chapter members Linda Minns, Nancy
Stalder, and Jay Williams participated in a two-day tour of the
Cimarron Valley Ranch located north of Keyes, Oklahoma.
The tour was sponsored by Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever,
and Hayden Realty. This is a 45,000 acre ranch being offered
for sale with emphasis on the abundance of wildlife. The ranch
is in Colorado and Oklahoma. The boundary on the east is the
Cimarron National Grasslands in Kansas, and the boundary
on the west is the Comanche National Grasslands in Colorado. Many miles of the Santa Fe Trail cross the Ranch. There
is also a DAR marker on the Colorado portion. The most important factor for the Santa Fe Trail Association is the famous
but almost never seen site Willow Bar Crossing. It is along
the Cimarron River on the Oklahoma side of the ranch. If the
ranch is purchased by Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever it
will be open for public access.
Marla Matkin will perform “Women on the Santa Fe Trail”
November 5 at the Morton County Historical Society Museum in Elkhart, Kansas. Dinner will be at 6:00 p.m. followed
by the performance. Marla will also perform in Liberal, Kansas, on November 6, at the Coronado Museum, 567 E. Cedar
Street, Liberal, Kansas. The performance starts at 1:30 p.m.,
commemorating the 200th anniversary of the Santa Fe Trail.
The Santa Fe Trail tour around the Boise City area will be
held on June 17, 2023.
Bent’s Fort

Lamar, CO
President Larry Bourne
The Bent's Fort Chapter, along with NPS, John Martin
Reservoir State Park, and SFTA, is working on the High
Potential Site and Segments at the John Martin Reservoir. In
conjunction with this, we attended the High Potential Site
Workshop in Trinidad and the Wittington Center. We are
evaluating sites for "Site Certification" to enhance the experience of travelers traveling on the trail, and to ensure that all
sites are properly documented.
The chapter is evaluating signage along the trail to ensure
the signs are in place and whether they need to be replaced
due to weather or other damage. We are also looking to see if
additional signage is needed at each site and if we need to add
additional signs on the trail.
We are looking at expanding the Geocaching along the Trail.
In addition, we are looking into starting up the Junior Wagon
Master program. The chapter was awarded SFTA’s $250
Education Grant to upgrade our public address system. We
purchased a cargo trailer for Bent's Fort Chapter for archive
storage.
We participated in the highly unusual "Curiosity Trip" of a
venture capitalist and his invitees, which resulted in a nice
donation to the Santa Fe Trail Association.
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We installed a permanent Santa Fe Trail exhibit of Ron
Dulle's photos at the Otero Museum, and assisted in setting
up the Santa Fe Trail Timeline Exhibit at the Museum. At
the La Junta Chamber of Commerce After Hours Reception
at the Museum, we highlighted the Santa Fe Trail exhibits.
The chapter partnered with the Sand Creek Massacre Foundation to bring Dr. Gary Roberts for our July meeting at the
historic Grand Theater in Rocky Ford. In June, we trekked to
the Goodnight Barn and Pueblo Heritage Museum, and in
August to Fort Garland and the Pike Stockade.

End of the Trail

Santa Fe, NM
President Joy Poole
The End of the Trail Chapter resumed in-person meetings in
the spring of 2022.
October 29 - "International Cooperation: the U.S. and Mexican Military Escorts on the Santa Fe Trail, 1829" by Leo
Oliva. Main branch of the Santa Fe Library, 145 Washington
Ave, 1:30 p.m.

Corazon de los Caminos

November 19 - "Richard Kern's Far West Sketches: A Visual
History of the 1853 Gunnison Expedition." by Robert Shlaer.
Southside Library, 1:30 p.m.

The Corazon de los Caminos Chapter has had a busy year
after the 200th Anniversary of the opening of the Santa Fe
Trail. The events held in the Las Vegas Plaza, at Kearney's
Gap, dinner at the LaFonda Hotel, and the reenactment of
Becknell arriving in the Santa Fe Plaza were well attended
and appreciated.

Media

Cimarron, NM
President Jeff Trotman

New elected officers are: President Jeff Trotman, Vice President James Abreu, Treasurer Gladys Schneider, Secretary
Merideth Hmura, and Archivist Henri Vanderkolk.
The meeting date for our chapter has been changed from the
second Saturday of the month to the third Saturday of the
month. The location of the chapter meetings will vary from
meeting to meeting so that members in all areas of our chapter can be included in meetings.
Among the events that our members attended was the dedication of a mural on the exterior wall of the Visitors Center in
Cimarron. Painted by Cimarron artist Melinda Marlowe, it
is a depiction of the Santa Fe Trail. Yet to be dedicated are
new interpretive boards at Wagon Mound. Artist Inga Ojala
painted the butte resembling a wagon. The two interpretive
boards are just east of the I-25 Wagon Mound exit.
In April, our speaker was Elizabeth Juarros who represented
the Hermit's Peak Watershed Alliance. They work to protect
and restore the ecological and cultural heritage of watersheds
in the Hermit's Peak region through ecological restoration,
environmental education, and community action. The Gallinas
River, which runs through Las Vegas, is a part of this watershed. The river had to be crossed by the many wagon trains
to reach the Las Vegas Plaza. To the best of all historians'
memories, this river crossing has never been acknowledged or
marked. Corazon de los Caminos Chapter and the Daughters
of the American Revolution are partnering with the Hermit's
Peak project to place a new granite trail marker on the rightof-way to the river at the Bridge Street Park.

Newsletter - The End of the Trail Chapter will benefit from
the talents of Noel-Marie Fletcher as the editor of our newsletter. The End of the Trail Chapter newsletter will be delivered electronically starting in January of 2023. Members are
urged to create an End of the Trail folder to save the newsletters on their computer.
Meta - Facebook End of the Trail Chapter established a
Meta -Facebook page. Follow us on www.facebook.com/EndoftheTrailSantaFe.
SFTA
July 20, 2022 - Joy Poole attended the High Potential Sites
and Segments Workshop in Trinidad/Raton on behalf of the
End of the Trail Chapter.
Poole sent in a list to SFTA of trail crossing signs to be replaced. The Nadjowskis then re-visited the signs for GPS
coordinates and await instructions for uploading them into
Survey 123 for the NPS - Long Distance Trails.
On September 23, Joy Poole presented a lecture titled, "Rebecca Cohen Mayer - An 1852 honeymoon with 500 mules
and 50 men." On October 2, at the Kansas City Library, she
presented “Merchants of the Santa Fe Trail” featuring Charles
Trumbull Hayden, William Baskerville, and Henry C. Mayer
for the Missouri Valley Special Collections Lecture series. 

January 10 is the
submission deadline for the
February issue of
Wagon Tracks.

We are saddened by the death of Fay Gaines. She is missed.
Doyle and Pam Daves have moved to Las Cruces and they are
also missed.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Calendar of Events
October 29: Santa Fe, NM. End of Trail
Chapter meeting. Dr. Leo Oliva, "International Cooperation, 1829."
October 30: Independence, MO. MRO
Chapter. David Jackson, "Trail History."
November 2-4: Albuquerque, NM.
PNTS Workshop
November 5: Elkhart, KS. Cimarron
Cutoff Chapter: Marla Matkin, "Women
on the Santa Fe Trail."
November 6: Dodge City, KS. Dodge
City Chapter meeting. Dr. Leo Oliva,
"Food on the Trail."
November 11 and 12: La Junta, CO.
Bent's Old Fort military timeline.
November 13: Council Grove, KS. Kaw
Mission, "Places, People & Perils:" Stories
of the beginning of International Commerce along the Santa Fe Trail: presented
by Pat Traffas.
November 15: Deadline for Bent's Old
Fort photo contest submission.
November 19: Santa Fe, NM. End of
Trail Chapter meeting. "Richard Kern's
Far West Sketches, 1853 Gunnison Expedition."

December 1: Deadline for research
proposals.
December 3: MRO Chapter meeting.
December 8: Council Grove, KS. Kaw
Mission, Christmas vocal concert.
January 10, 2023: Wagon Tracks deadline for February issue.
April 14-15, 2023: Clayton, NM.
SFTA spring workshop and board of
directors meeting.
June 17, 2023: Boise City, OK. Santa
Fe Trail tour.
September 27-30, 2023: Independence, MO. Symposium "Art of the
Trail."

Please check locally for any delays or
cancellations. See www.santafetrail.
org/trail-events.html for additional
dates and information. Forts along the
Trail have websites listed at www.
santafetrail.org/trail-events.html.

April 12-13, 2024: TBD. SFTA spring
workshop and board of directors meeting.
September 26-28, 2024: Larned, KS.
Rendezvous.
September 24-27, 2025: Council
Grove, KS. Symposium 2025
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